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The Characteristics of Dervish and His Dual Face in
Persian Fairy Tales

Zahra Dehghan Dehnavi™, Fatemeh Massoudi?

Theoretical Background

Magical myths are a variety of oral fictions that have been common
throughout history and have continued until recent decades. These
myths have a relatively short volume that contain a narrative from the
early years of the hero's life to his marriage and the organization of his
life. In the course of narrating these myths, extraordinary acts,
supernatural beings, or magical events play a special role. One of the
most frequently seen characters in Iranian legends is Darvish. Darvish
enters a scene of magical fairy tales, performs some self-damnation,
and often leaves the scene again. Darvish usually appears suddenly in
the beginning or middle of the story (Propp, 2018, p. 222).

In myths, Darvish has special abilities and can cure infertility and
become aware of the unseen, or find the king's pain medication using
Ramel and astrolabe. Darvish's character is usually manifested in fairy
tales with a special appearance and delegation, and although the
description of the appearance of the characters in the enchanted
legends is less visible, the text of the legend provides little information
to the audience. This information sometimes includes enumerating her
appearance, and sometimes refers to Darvish's clothing and what she
has with her.
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What has been done so far about Darvish's personality has been on the
characteristics of Darvish, the cover, the tools, behavior of Darvish,
the concept of true Dervishes and their meritorious qualities, but so far
no, research has been conducted examining the characteristics of
Darvish's personality in magical myths.

Research Objectives and Questions

In this paper, we have tried to answer the following questions about
the function of Darvish in myths.

1. What are the characteristics of Darvish character in fairy tales?

2. What is the function of Darvish's character in fairy tales?

3. What is Darvish's two-face personality in terms of mythical
perspective?

Data collection

To investigate the character of Darvish in this paper, these legends
have been analyzed to establish a link between the magical mythology
and a view of the mythological infrastructure of Darvish's character
and its manifestation in legends. The statistical population of this
study consists of thirty myths from the following books:

Myths of the South (Jahazi, 2002), 2. What Did Gol-e-Spruce do
(Anjoy Shirazi, 2013) and three other volumes of this collection 3.
Legends of Khorasan (Khaza'i, 2003) 4. Mashdi Glynn Khanum (Alul
Sutton, 1997) 5. Legends of the North (Mir Kazemi, 1994) 6. Legends
of Azerbaijan (Behrangi and Tabrizi, 1998) 7. Fifteen Legends of
Rural Legends of Iran (Koohy Kermani, 1954)

Analysis & Discussion

If we classify Darvish's role in magical myths based on the self-
damnation that Vladimir Propp enumerates in his structural
classification, it can be said that Darvish's most important self-help in
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these myths is to assist in the birth of the hero, to inform, to place bets,
to mediate, to return to help the hero, to deceive, to be evil, to
witchcraft, and to pursue the hero.

Darvish's self-help

Darvish's presence in most cases occurs after the need arises in the
legend. Most of these myths are about a man and woman who do not
have children, and when they are very upset, Darvish suddenly
appears in the story and helps them to have children by giving them
apples or other solutions. The children whose Darvishes give birth are
heroes of the legend. In some instances, Darvish had the will of the
man (often the king) without eyes and fulfilled a wage. But in a
number of studied examples, Darvish makes a condition for the baby's
father in exchange for his miraculous grace. Perhaps Darvish's dual
face can also be examined from the perspective that he is the help he
conditions for the hero or that the hero must make this etiquette aid in
order to get it properly and thoroughly.

In most cases, some factors help Darvish to meet his condition. In
fact, sometimes his conditioning has unpleasant consequences, and
sometimes he will not receive any help until his condition is met.
Darvish may also put the character in a position to inevitably act on
the condition that he has.

The main vicious self-help in the story is evil (Propp, 2018, p. 97).
In most myths, the wicked Darvish does not appear at the beginning of
the myth, but at first, it manifests itself as benevolent and helpful.
After the hero is accompanied by him, a hero's agent is aware of his
wickedness.

In some myths, in addition to Darvish Yarigar and The Vicious
Darvish, we find a kind of Yarigar Darvish who has a positive
personality, but in part, the legend seems to have a vicious and
negative role. Of course, at the end of the story, this misunderstanding
is resolved and Darvish acts in favor of the hero of the legend.

41


https://journals.modares.ac.ir/index.php?sid=11&slc_lang=en

Culture and Folk Literature
E-I1SSN :2423-7000

Vol. 9, No. 41
November — December 2021
Research Article

If we want to search for Darvish and his special functions in
mythology, we should point out the role of similar forces in assisting
fertility, including Anahita, Far, and Forough for sale and Wyo. The
duality of Darvish, on the one hand, and his relationship with fertility
and the birth of a child on the other hand, are the reminiscent of the
Andrai i.e. Wai or Wyo in Iranian mythological narratives, which
dominate both the ranks of Ahurai and evil beings and drove or
mobilized them (Avesta, 1991, vol. 1, p. 455).

It seems that the Darvish tradition, on the one hand, is a kind of
Tashba to people from the lower classes of society, and on the other
hand, it is associated with Wyo worshipers. Holding tools such as
Tabarzin and crutches, which are symbols of weapons of war, playing
a role in the baroque of the characters, as well as the swing of
Darvish's character among good and evil, are the reminiscent of
members of the Men's Association in Iran who have been linked to the
gods of Mehr and Wyo (and Anahita).
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