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Abstract

When Reynold Alleyne Nicholson mentioned some similarities between Dante's

Divine Comedy and Sana’l’s Seyr al-‘ebdd in his article "A Persian forerunner of
Dante", the belief that Dante has been influenced, in the creation of his eternal work,
by the Sanai’s opus came into some minds. The publication of the famous book of
Spanish scholar Miguel Asin Palacios La escatologia musulmana en la «Divina
Comedia» and the discovery of two old Latin and French manuscripts of Prophet
Muhammad's Me raj (Liber scalae Machometi) in the Oxford library and the
National Library of Paris fortified this belief. The approach of this research, which
differentiates it from similar studies, is analyzing briefly the contribution of Arabic,
Latin, and Persian sources that have influenced diachronically the two mentioned
works. On the other hand, the emphasis of the present article, contrary to the similar
works, does not affect the similarities or differences in the thematic structure of

« Assistant Professor of Italian Language and Literature, University of Tehran, Iran (Corresponding
Author), i.m.basiri@ut.ac.ir

« Instructor of Italian Language and Literature, University of Tehran, Iran, Tehran, Iran,
msheikholislami@ut.ac.ir

«+ PhD Student in Persian Literature, University of Guilan, Iran, Rasht, Iran, hassani.hdh@gmail.com

Date received: 16/07/2021, Date of acceptance: 27/11/2021

Copyright © 2010, IHCS (Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies). This is an Open Access
article. This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ or send a letter to
Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.



VE oo bled N Jla o Gl pale slaneliy 5 Gpto (50 dali gy ¥

these two works, but we tried to analyze the most important sources that produced
similar or identical themes in the works of both authors.

Keywords: Sana’i, Dante, Palacios, Liber Scalae, Nicholson.
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1. La escatologia musulmana en la «Divina Comedia»
2. A persian forerunner of Dante
3. Rispuos’io lui con vergognosa fronte

O de li altri poeti onore e lume

vagliami ’1 lungo studio e ’1 grande amore
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che m’ha fatto cercar lo tuo volume,
Tu se’ lo mio maestro e ’1 mio autore...
(Dante, Inferno, canto I, VV. 80-85)

4. Nel mezzo del cammin di nostra vita
mi ritrovai per una selva oscura
ché la diritta via era smarrita.

(Dante, Inferno, canto I, VV. 1-3)
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6. Mansub Basiri, Iman (2018) Lo stilnovismo fra Persia e Italia, un’analisi comparativa,
Tehran; Samt. Cfr. Mansub Basiri, Iman (2020), L'influsso delle fonti orientali sulla

nekyia nella Divina Commedia: un dilemma irrisolvibile, in Letteratura italiana antica:
rivista annuale di testi e studi: XXI, Pisa: Fabrizio Serra.
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