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Court Art and symbolic violence (Case study: Safavid carpet
design)*

Azadeh yaghoubzadeh '¢, Abolfazl Abdollahifard f, Mohammad
Abbaszadeh 3, Abdollah Mirzaei ¢, Naser Sedghi 3

Abstract

The art of the Safavid era, in conjunction with the dominant discourses of society, was
not only a tool of power but also a symbolic violence. Many Safavid arts, including carpet,
were produced in court workshops and were under the direct support and supervision of
the court. It is assumed that the court has somehow tried to reflect its interests and
worldview in artistic and cultural productions. The motifs, symbols and signs in the carpets
of urban style are reflection of the dominant discourses of society and also show the
relationships in society, as well as values and norms in it.
The research is qulalitative and historical with an analytical descriptive method.it has
explained the function of discourse and manifestations of symbolic violence in urban
carpet field.The theory used is pierre Bordieu’s symbolic power Theory.This method
helped us to understand special superviosion and attention to quality and production and
usage of culture and art by Safavid to develop and deepen its discourses has led to
formation of specialized fields in various fields especially new field,Symbolic violence is
also the result of the formation of this specialized and allows the artist to create art in a
way that conditions of the field of power require.

Key words: Symbolic violence, discourse, power, urban style carpet, Safavid era
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