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Abstract

Despite the consensus of social scientists on the greater religiosity of women
than men in all religions and sects, explaining why this empirically stable pattern
is considered a scientific puzzle. To solve this puzzle, sociologists have also made
various theoretical efforts, the most recent of which was introduced in the late
twentieth century as the "theory of risk preference". The present study was
conducted in continuation of this new field of study in the sociology of religion
on the relationship between risk preference and religiosity in the light of a
synthetic theoretical model. Therefore, at the theoretical level, an attempt was
made to combine the theory of power-control and the theory of risk preference
to develop a model for the sociological explanation of gender differences in
religiosity. Then, at the experimental level, testing this theoretical model with the
data obtained from the national population of Iranian Muslims. Overall, the
results of this study indicated the empirical support of this theoretical model
among Iranian Muslims so that the two constructs of "family structure" and "risk
aversion" were able to significantly reduce the gender gap in all aspects of Iranian
Muslims' religiosity
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

For decades, a consistent finding of the
scientific studies on religion has been that
women are more religious than men in a
wide range of indicators. Despite such a
consensus, explaining this consistent
pattern of gender differences in religiosity
is a scientific dilemma, and several
theories have been proposed to explain
that. In the meantime, some sociologists
using the theoretical literature in the field
of criminology have been able to add a new
component to the collection of
explanations of gender differences in
religiosity: "risk preference or risk-taking."
They argued that irreligion or denial and
rejection of religious teachings should be
considered a risky behavior because it
means the risk of losing potentially
supernatural rewards or risking eternal
punishment or gambling in the afterlife,
they will not be punished.

On the other hand, empirical findings in
criminology have consistently shown that
men have an innate greater tendency to
take risks and are consistently more
involved in various types of risky behaviors
than women. Hence, men are more likely
than women to gamble that they will not
be punished in the afterlife and accept the
risk of atheism or disregard for religious
teachings. Continuing this discussion,
some sociologists have used power-
control theory to explain how risk
preference and gender differences in
religiosity relate.

In this article, an attempt has been
made to apply the theory of power-control
to explain possible religious gender
differences among Muslims and to test it
empirically in the context of Iranian
society. Thus, the research problem was

formulated in the form of the question of
whether the theory of power-control can
explain the gender differences in the
religiosity of Muslim Iranians or not.

2. Methods

The data used in this study were collected
from the "National Survey of Iranian
Islamic Religiosity" and the secondary data
was collected through "survey study". The
research population in the national survey
included all 18-year-old and older people
living in urban and rural households in 30
provinces of Iran. Finally, 4931 people
formed a research sample that was
selected by multistage cluster sampling
method randomly. The age range of the
respondents was between 18 and 90 years
with a mean of 35.4 years and a standard
deviation of 13.6. In total, 50.5% of men
and 49.5% of women made up the entire
sample in terms of gender.

3. Results

Preliminary findings showed that the
average religiosity of Iranian Muslim
women in all religiosity scales was
significantly higher than the average of
Iranian men. The lowest and highest
differences = between the  average
religiosity of men and women were related
to the dimension of religious beliefs and
individual worship, respectively .

The final finding of this study was that
comparing the direct effect of gender on
total religiosity with its indirect effect
through parental control and risk aversion
variables showed an important decrease,
so that the direct effect was estimated to
be more than 19 times greater than its
indirect effect. These findings are
consistent  with the theoretical
expectation of the power-control theory
and can be considered as evidence for the
empirical support of that theory in
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explaining the gender gap in the religiosity
of Muslim Iranians.

4. Conclusion

Using criminological theory of power-
control, some sociologists have attempted
to describe the mechanism that produces
gender differences in religiosity under the
process of family socialization. In short,
they argued that because women raised in
more patriarchal families were less risk-
taking and more risk-averse than men
raised in such families, and they had higher
levels of religiosity. In addition, gender
differences in religiosity should be greater
among women raised by mothers with
lower socioeconomic status.

However, the main defects and
weaknesses of their empirical study was
that they only included the variable
"patriarchal family structure" as a
mediating variable between gender and
religiosity in their model, and they
assumed that difference in  risk-
taking /risk-aversion between the two
genders is the consequence of the degree
of patriarchal family origin. They made no
attempt to verify this hypothesis. In other
words, instead of testing each of the
mediating effects between gender and the
dependent variable proposed by power-
control theory, they only examined
whether the respondents of their survey
grew up in a patriarchal /egalitarian family
or not. They also investigated that whether
the result of this question is statistically
related to the religious gender gap or not.
They did not consider any measure of risk-
taking /risk-aversion in their test model,
while a key aspect of power-control
theory is that it is risk preferences or risk-
taking that directly effect on the
dependent variable.

Therefore, the present study, with the
aim of overcoming the deficiencies and

weaknesses of their model, investigated
the relationship between risk-taking and
religiosity. In other words, the attempt of
the present study at the theoretical level
was to combine the criminological theory
of "power-control" on gender differences
in crime and the sociological theory of
"'risk preference" on the gender gap in
religiosity, develop a theoretical model for
the sociological explanation of gender
differences in religiosity including the
main constructs of these theories. Then, at
the empirical level, an attempt was made
to evaluate and compare the theoretical
model with the data obtained from the
national population of the Iranian Muslims
to the extent that the predictions of this
theoretical model correspond to the data
and evidence is evaluated and judged
empirically. According to the findings of
the study, the results of this study indicate
the empirical support of this theoretical
model among the Iranian Muslims, so that
the two constructs of "family structure"
and ‘'risk aversion" were able to
significantly reduce the gender gap in all
aspects of Iranian Muslim religiosity.
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