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This article examines the impact of "Prisoners Support Association" service" on
the performance of prisoners' families in Tehran province and its objectives are
to assess the impact of services "welfare and livelihood", "cultural and
educational”, "employment and vocational training”, "health and medical",
"Education and counseling" on the performance of prisoners' families. In the
theoretical framework, Hill Prisoner Family Crisis Theory, The McMaster Family
Theoretical Model of Family Performance, Social Support Models Including
Direct Impact, Indirect or Impact, Weiss Model, Duty Assignment, Compensatory
Hierarchy, Loss, Identity Accumulation and Model "Optimal matching Model of
stress and social support” was examined. This research is of "quantitative

research” based on "survey method" and "questionnaire tool". The instruments
include the researcher-made questionnaire "Prisoner Support Association
Services" and the standard Epstein Family Performance Assessment
Questionnaire (FAD). The statistical population includes all families covered by
the services of the Prisoners Support Association in Tehran province (3400
families), of which 384 people were selected as a statistical sample based on
stratified random sampling and research questionnaires were completed in the
winter of 2021.The Findings showed that "material and livelihood", "cultural and
educational”, "employment and vocational training”, "health and medical" and
"educational and counseling" services have positive effects on the performance
of families of prisoners in Tehran province. The structural equation model also
showed the variables "Support Association Services", "Economic and Social
Status" and "Family Profile" on the subscales of "Problem Solving", "Roles",
"Affective  Responsiveness”, "Communication”, "Affective Involvement",
"Behavioral control" and "General Functioning" have positive effects. Therefore,

Keywords:

"Family Performance”,
"Prisoners Support
Association", "Welfare",
"Vocational Training",
"Health services".

“Corresponding Author: Ali asghar Abbasi Asfajir
Address: sociology department, Babol branch, Email: asfajir@hotmail.com
Islamic azad university, Babol, Iran

Enayat Eslami Andargholil, Ali asghar Abbasi Asfajir, Manouchehr Pahlavan. The Impact of Prisoners’ Support
Association Services on the Performance of Covered Families in Tehran Province



mailto:asfajir@hotmail.com

Volume 8. Issue 17. Summer and autumn 2021. Pages 83 to 118.

Sociology of Social Institutions

the families of prisoners in the components of "welfare and livelihood", "cultural
| and educational”, "employment and vocational training”, "health and medical" and
"education and counseling”" need the support and assistance of support
institutions such as the "Prisoners Support Association" to part Recover from the
challenges and threats posed by the lack of a head of household.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
This article examines the impact of

"Prisoners’ Support Association services"

on the performance of prisoners' families
in Tehran Province and its objectives are
to assess the impact of "welfare and
livelihood", "cultural and educational
services", "employment and vocational
training”, "health and medical services", as
well as "education and counseling” on the
performance of prisoners' families. In the
theoretical framework, Hill's Prisoner
Family Crisis Theory, The McMaster
Family’s Theoretical Model of Family
Performance, and Social Support Models
including direct and indirect impact,
Weiss  Model, Duty  Assignment,
Compensatory Hierarchy, Loss, Identity
Accumulation and "Optimal matching
Model of stress and social support” were
examined.

Problems that arise for family members
as a result of the imprisonment of one
parent, especially the father, may be
economic, social, cultural, or legal. For
example, in the area of economic
problems, since most of the families of
prisoners have lost their guardians and are
often from disadvantaged families, their
most important priority is economic and
livelihood issues such as food, clothing,
rent, housing and transportation and living
expenses. In addition, health issues are a

major part of the problems of such
families. Funding for children's education
is also something that should not be
overlooked. In the field of social problems,
we can mention the shame and withdrawal
from the crowd due to the presence of a
prisoner in the individual's family, the
pessimistic view of those around the
prisoner's family, limiting the relationship
with the prisoner's family and even
labeling. The imprisonment of the head of
the family, in addition to being labeled
"imprisoned" after his imprisonment after
finding a job, causes many psychological
problems for the prisoner's family, as the
families of the prisoners are unwanted
victims of crime. In the field of cultural
problems, moral and educational problems
will arise, and the children of these
families will inadvertently be exposed to
various harms, including dropping out of
school and a tendency to delinquency.

Previous research (Baghi and Mousavi,
2017; Azamazadeh & Moshtaghian, 2013;
Jafari & Nikpour, 2007; Rastegar
Anarmarzi, 2007; Zahedi Asl & Rajeian,
2016) show that the consequences of
imprisonment for a family are widespread
and harmful and if the prisoners' families
are not protected, the reproduction of the
cycle of social harm and the repetition of
crime will be inevitable.

The range of issues and problems of
prisoners' families shows that after the
imprisonment of the head of the
household, most of the challenges and
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threats become more prominent and
seriously affect the mental health and
quality of life of family members and
relationships between family members
and disrupt the functional dimensions of
the family. Impaired family functioning
and the decline in the quality of
relationships between members, as well as
successive  conflicts, create serious
problems and threats in the function of the
family.

Based on the domestic and foreign
research backgrounds as well as the
presented theoretical framework, the
main hypothesis of this research is:

"Prisoner Support Association services"
affect the "family performance" of the
families of the prisoners covered.

2. Methods

The present study is "quantitative", based
on "survey' and uses questionnaire to
collect data. Research tools include a
researcher-made questionnaire including
the independent variable of "Prisoners'
Support  Association  services" with
subscales of "material and livelihood",
"cultural and educational services",
"employment and vocational training",
"health care" and ‘"education and
counseling”. Using the "Likert Scale" and
the standard Epstein Family Performance
Scale (FAD), the dependent variables were
measured. The “"statistical population”
includes all families covered by the
“Prisoners' Support Association” in Tehran
Province (3400 families), out of which 384
people were selected as a statistical
sample using "stratified random sampling"
method. The families are in the cities of
Tehran Province.

The ‘"Family Performance" (FAD)
dependent variable is a 60-item
questionnaire developed by Nathan. b.
Epstein, Lawrence M. Baldwin, and Devon
S. Bishab. This pattern determines the
structural, occupational, and interactive
characteristics of the family and identifies
six dimensions of family functioning. It
also identifies the family's ability to adapt
to the scope of family responsibilities on a
four-point Likert scale from strongly agree
(1) to agree (2), disagree (3), and strongly
disagree (4). The subscales of "family
performance" are:

1- "Problem solving": The family's ability
to solve the problem in such a way that
effective family interactions continue.

2- "Communication": communication
means how the family exchanges
information; Researchers and authors
have divided communication into verbal
and non-verbal.

3. "Roles™ Repetitive patterns of
behaviors through which individuals
perform family actions.

4- "Affective Responsiveness": refers to
the degree and quality of interest and
concern of family members towards each
other.

5- "Affective Involvement": refers to the
level of participation and cooperation of
family members.

6- "Behavioral control": Behavior
control is a model that the family adopts to
manage behavior in three situations
(physical, psychological-biological, social).

7- "General family function": Other
functional dimensions of the family that
were designed in the developed model of
the tool.

In addition to the interventions of the
“Prisoners’ Support Association”, the
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variables of economic and social status
(income, housing, occupation, place of
residence, education) as well as personal
characteristics (age of the prisoner's
spouse, family size, illness, addiction,
history of imprisonment) and other
independent variables affecting the
dependent variable of "family function"
have been measured.

3. Results
The degree of significance of the
relationship between "family

performance" and "Support Association
Services" of families covered by Tehran
Province is equal to (0.000), showing that
there is a significant correlation between
these two variables. The correlation
coefficient between these two variables is
equal to 0.607, which shows a positive and
moderate correlation between "Support
Association ~ Services" and "Family
Performance" in families covered by the
“Prisoners’ Support Association in” Tehran
Province. Significance of the relationship
between the weekly subscales of "problem
solving", "roles",
"affective "affective
involvement", "behavioral control" and
"general family performance" with the
variable of "family performance" is less
than (0.05), showing a significant
correlation between the subscales of
"Family Performance" and "Support
Association Services" of the covered
families in Tehran province.

"communication”,
responsiveness”,

The results of this study are in line with
Hill's crisis theory; Based on Hill's "crisis
theory", the components of "being affected
by a stressful event" (imprisonment),
"disorganization" (financial problems,
emotional distress and stigma), "recovery"

(changes in job or place of residence,
asking for help from organizations),
"support” and "readjustment” (if the head
of the household is released from prison)
are the consequences of the head of the
household's imprisonment. The results of
this study are also in line with the views of
"Cohen" and "Wales" regarding the effect
of "material and livelihood support" in
reducing problems in the families of
prisoners, the views of "Barara" and "Inley"

and "network theory", "Direct and Indirect
Impact Models” or “Impact Hypothesis",
"Weiss Model", "Loss Model", "Identity
Accumulation Model", "Support Model",
and "Katrona" and "Shur".

4. Conclusion

Any action plan to improve the quality of
life of prisoners' families and increase
family performance in them, first of all,
requires a fair change in policies in the
field of economic, social and educational
justice; "Social justice" and "balanced
distribution of wealth" provide the
necessary conditions for the promotion of
individual, family and social "resilience" of
citizens. Only then we can expect the high
number of  prisoners to  enter
penitentiaries to be reduced, i.e.,
addressing the root causes and
empowering citizens through policies
based on "strengthening social justice
approaches." If the primary interventions
are done fairly, we can expect secondary
interventions such as the services of the
"Prisoners’ Support Association” to
improve the quality of life and improve the
performance of prisoners' families.

With  coordinated and coherent
planning, the "Prisons Organization" can
plan for the prisoner and fulfill the new
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mission of the prison, which seeks to train
and reform the prisoner to prepare him for
safe entry into society, but more
importantly, the functioning of support
institutions such as the “Prisoners’
Support Association”. It is the prisoner
who plays a key role in preventing an
increase in the number of criminals and
victims of crime. The self-made or

structured family situation of the prisoner
determines the life course of the prisoner
and his family. However, interventions
such as the services of the "Prisoners’
Support  Association” and  support
institutions can improve the quality of life
and make wiser choices for the prisoners'
families and reduce potential life
challenges.
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