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ABSTRACT

Protecting and spreading religious beliefs is an ultimate goal of performing Ta’ziye
(in remembrance of the martyrdom of Imam Hussein and his companions) in Iran, a
ritual that includes several other structural elements, including music. In existing
researches on the subject, influenced by the above approach, none has considered the
use of music essential for this ritual and its participants. The current paper tries to
study the purpose of using music during Ta’ziye and its impact on the people
participating in this ritual. The concept of function as proposed in the basics of
ethnomusicology has formed a theoretical framework for this study. As such, the data
was collected through a field study and library sources and assessed using the content
analysis method. The findings show that all functions of music mentioned by
Merriam applied to Ta’ziye. The findings further suggest that the use of music by an
individual or group may act contrary to the actual musical functions of that activity.
In this article, Xansar Qudjan Ta’ziye has been taken as a case study to show
functions and dysfunctions of music during this religious event.
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INTRODUCTION

Taziye is a recreation of a historical-religiously event in Iran to mourn the
martyrdom of Imam Hussein (Prophet Muhammad’s grandson and the third Shia
Imam) and his companions in 680 AD at the hands of then tyrant Yazid. The main
purpose of the ritual is to preserve the Shia religious beliefs and promote the moral
values of Islam and ideals of Imam Hussein in Iran. The structure of this ritual is
based on Iranian cultural and artistic elements that are used to achieve the above
purpose. Music is one of the structural elements of Ta’ziye that gives this ritual a
Musical tenet. To many, Taziye sonic events are not "'music” but "good voice" to
perform devotional activities. This view doesn’t consider the use of music in the
Ta’ziye commemoration. But there is different view in this regard as well, with some
Ta’ziye researchers, while comparing the audio content of this ritual and Iranian
classical music, believe that Ta’ziye music is having a dramatic role during the
event. To this view, music has a special function in the "process” of holding Ta’ziye.
Among the above views, the function of music in meeting some individual and
social needs of those participating in Ta’ziye has not been considered by
researchers.

PURPOSE

Music, as organized human sounds, emerges from individual or group activities of
human beings (Blacking, 1974, p. 10) and helps meet some of their needs.
Therefore, in addition to the functions mentioned above, music has other roles in
societies. In the ethnomusicological literature, these types of musical roles are called
"function” and were first expressed by Alan P. Merriam (1964). In this article, while
revising Merriam’s views, we have examined the functions of Ta’ziye music.
Therefore, the purpose of this article is to study the goals of using music in Ta’ziye
and also to examine its impact on the people participating in this ritual.

METHODOLOGY

This is a fundamental research based on a quality method which has been
conducted with the content analysis. Xansar Qudjan is one of the most important
centers for holding Ta’ziye in Iran, which has been selected as a case study in this
paper. The data are based on field study in the manner of "participant observation”,
collected from Xansar Qudjan. The use of audio-visual files of 70 Ta’ziye
assemblage implemented in Xansar Qudjan. Written resources are other methods of
collecting data. The theoretical framework of this paper is based on redefining the
concept of function based on the ideas proposed in the theoretical tendencies of
functionalism and structural functionalism in anthropology.



FINDINGS

Redefining the concept of function in this paper shows that music in the proposed
list of Merriam can be studied in three different groups including functional-
process, function-result and function-finality Accordingly, the functions of
“emotional expression”, "aesthetic enjoyment’, "entertainment”, "communication”
and “physical response’ can be considered as function-result. The functions of
“symbolic representation”, "enforcing conformity to social norms" and "validation of
social institutions and religious rituals" are also included in the function-process.
The functions of "contribution to the continuity and stability of culture" and "
contribution to the integration of society" can be examined in the function-finality.
Other findings of this study include explaining the concepts of "equivalent function"
and "dysfunction” and mentioning some examples of Ta’ziye in Xansar Qudjan.

CONCLUSION

Ta’ziye, as a musical religious ritual, plays an important role in preserving and
disseminating religious beliefs and unity of Shia Islam in Iran. Therefore, the final
function of music, as part of the structure of this ritual, corresponds to the realization
of the above goal. In addition, it also has other functions responding to some of the
individual, group or social needs of participants. The study of the musical content of
Qudjan Taziye shows that all musical functions in Alan Merriam’s proposed list fully
express the goals and results of using music in this ritual.

The use of music is not always aimed at achieving specific and largely positive
goals, and in some cases, they may appear in a social institution in contravention of
their functions. These types of musical conditions in human activities can be
investigated under the title "music dysfunctions". Rozexani in Ta’ziye translation of
Ta’ziye-nameh poems, singing for men instead of women, the selection of
inappropriate themes, perform unnecessary tones and characterization by Sabih are
some of the types of music dysfunctions in the Ta’ziye of Qudjan Xansar, which
occurs as a result of the behavior of Sabih-xanan, Moein al-boka and Bani. Paying
attention to the mentioned dysfunctions and eliminating them has an important
role in improving the quality of Taziye scenes and generally increasing the success
of this ritual to its participants. On the other hand, the continuation and spread of
dysfunctions can, by making changes in the way of using music, causes disruption
in the functions of Ta’ziye music and ultimately prevent the realization of the goal
of holding this ritual.

NOVELTY

As a result of lack of proper conception of the goals and results of the use of music
in Ta'zieh, especially in the thought of its organizers, the possibility of a change in
the musical content and perhaps its destruction is not unlikely. Therefore, a
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complete knowledge of functions and dysfunctions of Ta’ziye music, in addition to
helping to preserve the authenticity of this cultural-religious event, can also be
useful in examining the results of using music in other ceremonies, social activities
and new media. The theoretical findings of this article can also be useful in
investigating musical functions in anthropological studies and strengthening the
theoretical foundations of ethnomusicology.
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