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Abstract

Throughout history, the reflection of the works of painting and graphic traditions of the
cultures and nations on each other are constantly seen. These influences have been clearly
visible during the reign of Timurid and the Herat school of painting, as the intellectual,
cultural, literary and artistic structure of Iran has been affected by Central Asia. A sample
of these illustrative effects can be found in the Manuscript of MirajNameh Shahrukhi
(840 AH) with Buddbhist traditional images and paintings from the Far East. Considering
that in the version of the MirajNameh Shahrukhi, the verbal and non-verbal systems have
complemented each other and the verbal system has adhered to numerous traditions in
the story of the ascension and somehow contains the mythological concepts, these ques-
tions are arisen: 1. In which part of the MirajNameh Shahrukhi’s paintings, painters have
used visual intertextuality, specially the Far East, in the combination of visual elements
and visual qualities of paintings? 2. How can we identify the same content and mythical
infrastructures and the structural and formal similarities in this illustrated version and
comparing them with the visual traditions of the Far East by the mythological approach?
This paper was carried out by using the descriptive, analytical, comparative method and
the data was gathered by using library resources. The main purpose of this study is first
to identify and introduce similar motifs in hell pictures of the MirajNameh Shahrukhi and
pictures associated with a Chinese Sutra called “Holy Book of the Ten Kings” from the
East Asia (China), then detecting similar myths in these pictures and revealing common
content and mythical infrastructures of the pictures of this edition. Analysis indicate the
commonalities in the formal elements of pictures in both bodies of study, including ins-
truments of torture and punishment for sinners, and the similarities in the hidden myths
section in pictures which can have a similar role.

Keywords: MirajNameh Shahrukhi, Holy Sutra of the Ten Kings, comparative, Minor
Myth, Torment Pictures
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