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Interpretation of the Architectural and Musical Elements in

a Common Language

Timan Samipour” Seyyed Ali Seyyedian**

Abstract

Every nation has its own ideals that objectifying them is by culture. In the process of this
transformation, the architecture and music which come from the culture of each region have
a fundamental role. Architecture and music have many similarities in conceptual directions,
space, shape and morphology. They also have similarities in the basic and fundamental
principles such as proportions, rhythm, harmony, repetition, aesthetics, etc. In such a period
of time that the architecture has been turning to be meaningless and just a formal user of
elements, music sounds with regard to their influence on human spirit, can be a proper
parameter to benefit in architectural design particularly in conceptual schemes. The aim
of this study is to interpret music and architectural elements with a common language and
answering the question of whether the music sounds have the possibility to be converted
into architectural forms. In order to answer, with interpretive-historical research methods
and collecting data from library sources and interviews, firstly by analyzing the nature of
architecture and music, their constitutive parameters have been identified and then have been
studied comparatively and many common features were found in the basic principles such
as spacing, extension, taking advantage of geometry and mathematics, as well as factors
such as rhythm and texture morphology. After finding 23 features in music that could be
interpreted as the common language of architecture, examples of architecture were recalled
by the common language of music and finally it was concluded that music can be a role
model in architectural design since in addition to the mentioned common properties, both
by using numbers and quantitative proportions of their primary materials and voice, create
a space which has a qualitative nature. Therefore the musical Dastgah Shur was designed
on the identification of spacing and extension as the fundamental elements of music and
using these formal elements.

Keywords: music, architecture, spacing, extension, proportions, rhythm, texture.
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