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Inspiring of Handicrafts in Contemporary Iranian
Painting (Investigating the Eighth Biennial of Painting)

Soudabeh Safari Sanjani® Asghar Kafshchian Moghadam™

Abstract

Traditional Iranian arts have a great potential in recreating contemporary Iranian
painting. In some cases, artists have enriched their artworks by reflecting handicrafts in
contemporary Iranian painting. The main issue of this research is inspiring from handicrafts
in contemporary Iranian painting. The aim of this research is attending to abilities of
handicrafts in creation of identity to the contemporary Iranian painting, also it can help the
durability of handicraft art and its relation with contemporary Iranian painting. Statistical
community in this research includes paintings of the eighth painting biennial of Iran. In
this study hand craft has been introduced at first, and then presentation of every major of
handicraft has been investigated in table. In this investigation, recreation of handicraft in
majors of calligraphy, traditional designing, galamkar design, Gere Chini, geometry of
motifs, pottery, tiling, glaze, metal mesh, etching, carpet, hand woven, and carving can be
seen in paints of eighth painting biennial. This study shows that 12.16% of paints which
has been chosen for the eighth biennial of painting, have used handicrafts. In addition,
this research indicates that artists have the least attention to three majors of etching, metal
mesh, carving and hand woven (2.2% in every major) in inspiring of handicraft, and most
attention of artists in this identity creation is related to the traditional designing (33.33
%). This research can draw artists’ attention to the handicrafts which have more ability to
reflect on contemporary Iranian paintings and help the identity creation of artworks. The
study was done by descriptive- analytical method and library methodology was used to
gather data.

Keywords: Traditional Arts, Handicraft, Contemporary Iranian Art, Painting, the Eighth
Biennial
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