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Typology of the inscriptions Chaharbagh Mosque-
school of Isfahan with an emphasis on structural
features

Mohieddin Aghadavoudi* Iman Zakariaee Kermani**
Alireza Khaje Ahmad Attari***

Abstract

Chaharbagh Mosque-school of Isfahan, being one of the most important monuments
of Shah Soltan Hossein in the Safavid era, is of chief importance regarding its structure
and decorations. The inscriptions are the most prominent features of the art treasure
of the Safavid era, that are the best in terms of quality and variety compared to other
monuments of the same period. The present study attempts to classify and typology
the external structure and themes of the inscriptions of the mentioned building with a
multidimensional point of view, and also recognizing the Chaharbagh Mosque-school
briefly. The mentioned procedures lead to two questions: 1- According to the considered
criterions, what are the different types of inscriptions of the monument? 2- What are their
prominent features? The method of this study that is carried out by a typology approach
is analytical-descriptive. Data is collected through field and library methods. The data is
analyzed qualitatively. The results of the examinations indicate that the most distinctive
and important features of the inscriptions of Chaharbagh Mosque-school are the type of
materials, the executing techniques, type of lines, the combination of the letters, and also
the famous calligraphic artists, which are the base of classifying and typology of the current
paper. Accordingly, the inscriptions which are made by using different techniques of tile
work, etching, gold work, inlaid, wood work, engraving on stones and even Zilu weaving,
and include Suls, Kufi (Bana'i and Muaiqly) and Nastaliq calligraphy, is a collection of
the artworks of famous calligraphic artists such as Mohammad Saleh Esfahani, Ali Naghi
Emami and Rahim Jazayeri that their works are not seen in many monuments. The most
important themes used in these inscriptions are Quranic themes, hadiths and narratives,
eulogy of the Prophet, Hazrat Ali, and other Imams, and also some information about the
supporter, executors, and the benefactor of the building which are expressed in the form
of Arabic texts and Persian poetic and prose.

Keywords: Safavid architecture, architectural ornamentations, inscriptions, Chaharbagh
Mosque-school, typology
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