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Analysis of the archetype of the hero’s journey in the “Gol and Nowruz”
according to the Joseph Campbell approach

Dr. Mohammad Pashaei Mehtarloo®, Dr. Ebrahim Eghbali? , Rashid Asadi®

Abstract

In the book “The Hero with a Thousand Faces”, Joseph Campbell introduces
the hero’s journey archetype by examining various mythical stories in all over
the world. He believes that in all stories, the hero’s journey follows a constant
paradigm. In this research, this paradigm is investigated besides other archetypes
including shadow, old wise man, anima and other mythical symbols in the book
“Gol and Nowruz”. Examining this verse based on the Joseph Campbell
approach is a new reading of this lyrical narrative. Although, Nowruz’ journey is
done apparently to reach the beloved, in fact, it is considered a religious journey.
Nowruz gets marry to Gol, as a Christian girl, by converting her to Islam after
reaching her and returns to his country by uncovering the veil of ignorance. This
journey introduces the hero as a universal figure, so that the society accepts him
eagerly. He owes his immortality to the values that grants them to the society.

Keywords: Gol and Nowruz, Khawjue Kermani, hero’s journey archetype,
mythical criticism

! Assistant Professor Department of Persian Language and Literature, Shahid Madani
University of Azarbaijan, Tabriz, Iran. (Responsible author) m_pashaie@yahoo.com

2 Associate Professor Department of Persian Language and Literature, University of
Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran. e.eghbali@yahoo.com

® PhD student Department of Persian Language and Literature, University of Tabriz,
Tabriz, Iran. r.asadi@yahoo.com



