Journal of Lyrical Literature Researches
University of Sistan and Baluchestan
Vol. 19/ No.37/ Autumn& Winter2021-2022(pp.239-244)

Abdullah Arab Yousef abadi

PhD student in Persian language and literature, Sistan and Baluchestan
University

Abdul Ali Oveysi Kahkha(responsible author) Email: abdolalioveisi@lihu.
usb.ac.ir

Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Sistan and
Baluchestan University

Abbas Nikbakht

Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Sistan and
Baluchestan University

DOI: 10.22111/jllr.2021.36744.2857

Discourse Analysis of Mohammad Zohari Poetry Levels Based on
Teun van Dijk's Model

Abstract

Assessing the different levels of discourse allows for a new
understanding of it and discovers the interactions of language with
ideological structures. Critical discourse analysis makes it possible to
examine the two factors of ideology and power that have an important
impact on the superstructure and depth of language in the process of
linguistic communication. Theon Wendick, one of the theorists in this
field, considers critical discourse analysis as a powerful tool for social
analysis. His proposed model is a suitable criterion for analyzing the
poetry of the mass party, which is often based on highlighting the
positive points of the "self" and marginalizing the negative points of the
"other". Mohammad Zohari (1926-1995 AD) is one of the modernist
poets attributed to the Tudeh Party, whose bipolar system of emphasis
and marginalization plays a key role in shaping his poetic discourse.
Research results show that the discourse system in the construction of
poisonous poetry is based more on highlighting its positive points and
highlighting other negative points, which are reinforced with
superstructures that include semantics, propositional structure, grammar
and reasoning.
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1-Introduction

Discourse analysis is a reaction to a more traditional form of
linguistics that focuses on the components and the structures of a
sentence and does not involve the analysis of the language used. "Unlike
formal linguistics, discourse analysis tends to translate the concept of
structure from the sentence level, ie grammatical relations such as
subject, institution, object to the text level longer." (Mills, 1393: 144,
quoted by: Mirahmadi and Ardakani, 1396: 32). Discourse analysis has
several approaches that can be divided into four main approaches:
historical discourse analysis, political discourse analysis, discourse
psychology and critical discourse analysis. These approaches differ in
five main points that by examining these approaches, the approach of
critical discourse analysis can be understood among other types of
discourse analysis: 1. Discourse actions 2. Power 3. Ideology 4. Subject
5. History. Among discourse theorists, what is emphasized in the present
study is Theon Wendyck's model. Wendijk introduced critical discourse
analysis from the field of linguistics to the world of politics and society
and used it as a powerful tool for social analysis (Van Dijk, 1993: 11).
By presenting Ideological Square 2 in the analysis of linguistic system of
the text as well as elaborating the different levels of discourse, he
introduces his model as follows: (Van Dijk, 2006: 121) and analyzed the
minds and behavior of individual and social agents. He interprets these
four features of discourse as ideological squares and interprets them at
different levels such as "meaning, construction of propositions, formal
constructions, sentence syntax, forms of discourse, reasoning, rhetoric,
action and reaction" (Kasaei and Rahimian, 2014: 133) Categorizes.

2-Research methodology

Researchers in this article collect their information using library
methods and base their analysis on the qualitative analysis of the
sublingual and intellectual layers of Zohari poetry, and finally present
the results in a descriptive-analytical manner. The method of data
analysis in this research is that after collecting data, the information was
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classified and the text specifications were expressed in the body of the
research. Then, based on the studied subject, variables and indicators of
the research, the text of Zohri poems was divided into components such
as paragraphs, sentences and phrases . Finally, linguistic tools macro as
well as micro-linguistic analyzes were used to analyze the highlights and
margins of the lyrics. Also, to answer the research questions, the
researchers decided to rely on the descriptive-analytical method to
separate the micro and macro structures of Zohari poems. To do this, the
text was divided into two layers, superstructure and infrastructure, with
horizontal and vertical sections in the poems. Depth is used to separate
the textual layers of the poem from each other and to express the
highlights and margins. Superstructure is also used to separate the
characteristics of a layer and the relationship between several
characteristics in the height of the lyrics as well as the use of different
levels of discourse. Therefore, with horizontal and vertical sections of
Zohari poetry, the reason for producing the text is described in relation
to sociological, historical and social factors. And then that, the analysis
advances from the level of lyrics description to lyrics interpretation and
"in terms of the scope of research, the scope of analysis expands to the
macro level, which are society, history and ideology” (Aghagolzadeh,
2007: 18).

3-Discussion

To analyze the discourse of Zohari poetry, it is not enough to stress
only the overt signs and relations of words and sentences; Rather, one
must pay attention to discovering the underlying relationships of overt
sentences. Therefore, two types of construction can be considered for
each sentence: "One is the depth construction, which in fact determines
the semantic and logical relations of the sentence components, and the
other is the superstructure, which shows the external and overt form of
sentences” (Bateni, 1987: 114). In the definition of superstructure, it can
be said that "the superstructure of overt and tangible sentence forms is
based on the linguistic preference of speakers, which can be
decomposable into syntactic parts and units” (Meshkood al-Dini, 1366:
22). Deep construction is also "an abstract and hypothetical combination
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on which the meaning and composition of sentences are based before
they become superstructure™ (Al-Khouli, 1981: 24). Therefore, if
discourse analysis can describe linguistic facts and can justify the
relationship between sentences, it must pay attention to discovering the
underlying relationships of overt sentences (Mushkood al-Dini, 1366:
23). Regarding the construction of a text, one should refer to Van Dijk
definition of critical discourse analysis. He thus connects the three
concepts of discourse, cognition and community. Discourse refers to a
communicative event that includes "spoken interactions, written text,
body movements and images” (Abaina, 2013: 183) By constructing
Zohari poetry, we reach different levels of its discourse. By
understanding each of these levels and their vertical relationship to each
other, it is possible to determine whether Zohri was aware of the
applied-linguistic and social-applied aspects. Therefore, the higher the
poet's understanding of the correct use of emphatic and marginal
discourse tools, the better he can transmit the positivity and the
negativity of his characteristics to the audience, as a result, the audience
can better identify with the discourse system of his poems. The
superstructure of Zohari poetry includes the discourse levels of
"meaning, propositional structure, grammar, forms of discourse and
reasoning” (Kasaei and Rahimian, 2014: 133), each of which is
mentioned below with examples of the poet's poems.

4-Conclusion

In the light of superstructure of Zohari poetry, it should be said that
semantics is the main and central core of his poems; Because the main
goal of the poet is to produce the ideology of the Tudeh Party. This
ideology, with the help of meaning, is evident everywhere in the
discourse. To make sense of the discourse of his poems, the poet uses
the tools of implicit allusion, metamorphosis, detail and creation of
distance. In this way, the generality of words and expressions that have
been used in some way to stress his identity and marginalize others
identity, is discussed to create a gap between the two identities. With the
help of this cognitive tool, the poet expects the audience to refer to his
background knowledge, to understand him and to connect the implicit
references of his poems with its discourse system. The poet uses the
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technique of metamorphosis in such a way that each word and
interpretation has the ability to replace another word; But it has a
distinguishable feature from the synonymous words. Therefore, both
words are placed next to each other in the axis of companionship in
order to realize the main ideology of discourse, which is to highlight its
positive points (F +) and negative points (F-). Zohri is aware of the fact
that the farther away the grammar of his poems and the structure of their
propositions are from the ordinary structures, the more the reader can
absorb the depth of his poems and help him to identify with the work.
The poet realizes this important point by using various constraints of
space, mood, quality, doubt and question, and by repeating these
structures many times, he increases the artistic value of his poems and
challenges the reader's mind to receive this coherence. Therefore,
coherence at the level of propositional structures and grammar of Zohari
poems as well as the connection between its construction and
superstructure, causes the discourse of this work to find common ground
and have a unified and purposeful discourse design.
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