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Abstract

Introduction: The purpose of this article is to investigate the
internal and external factors affecting the formation of violence in
women's prisons in Kerman, which due to the widespread concept of
violence, in its specific case, i.e., beatings and premeditated murder
has been considered.

Methods: The method of this research is a survey method and
interview and questionnaire techniques were used to collect
information. The statistical population of the study was equal to 127
people (total female prisoners in Kerman Central Prison in 1999), of
which 104 people were selected as the sample. The theoretical
framework of the research is based on Freud's theory, Dolard's
theory of failure-aggression, Dobb, Miller and Sears, Bandura's
theory of social learning, Hirsch's theory of social control and
Butthams's theory.

Findings: It indicates that the most direct and causal effect of the
prison control system variable on prison violence among women.
This coefficient is negative and equal to -0.269. After that,
deprivation and failure with an effect of about 0.263, social control
with an effect of about 0.234 affect prison violence. Conclusion: The
results of structural equation modeling of the study indicate that the
most direct and causal effect of the variable of the prison control
system on prison violence among prisoners. Deprivation and failure
then follow in the second stage. This shows that the main root of
women's aggression in prison is their emotional complexes and
repressed tendencies outside the prison. That is, on the one hand, the
main cause of violence among women is influenced by factors outside
the prison, and on the other hand Prison control systems can reduce
violence.
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Introduction

A group of women committed murder for
various reasons. They either conspired with
criminals and delinquents or were the
perpetrators of crimes, and as a result, they
were imprisoned. Violence in women’s
prisons is prevalent and this social issue can
be rooted in or out of the prison. However,
statistics showed that committing crimes in
prison is becoming more complex and
organized as it increases. Official and
unofficial statistics on violence in Kerman
indicated a high level of violence in this city.
The present study aims to respond to the
question of “what intra- (prison) and extra-
organization factors are effective in the
occurrence of assault and battery and
premeditated murder among female
prisoners”.

Methods

In this study, the survey method and
instruments such as questionnaire and
interviews with convicted women were
used. Open-ended questions were placed
next to closed-ended questions in the
questionnaire to gain a better understanding
of the research topic. In total, 80 items were
designed to measure various dimensions of
the research and the variables proposed in
the research hypotheses, i.e., independent,
dependent, and mediating variables. The
statistical population consisted of the
prisoners in Kerman Central Prison, which
was equal to 127 people based on the
statistics reported by Kerman Prison.
However, due to the problems of conducting
the research in the prison and making the
necessary coordination, we managed to
interview 104 women and asked them to
complete the questionnaires. To evaluate the
content validity, after preparing the
questionnaire and before implementing it,
the questionnaire was given to several
sociology and psychology professors and the
head of the social deputy of Kerman police
force as reviewers and their comments were
applied. The statistical data were analyzed
using SPSS (version 25.0) and Amoss
Graph22. Cronbach’s alpha was employed to
measure the reliability of the instrument.

Findings

The majority of female prisoners were
sentenced to 4 years or more, which was
mainly due to drug trafficking. Most of the
respondents had served on average 15
months of their sentence. Another factor that
was examined according to the theoretical
framework of the research was the poor
family circumstances of the prisoners before
entering the prison. The results indicated a
significant number of prisoners had no good
memories of their childhood and sexual
harassment during childhood was among
the issues they reported.

Deprivation and failure were the other
variables that according to the theoretical
framework of the research could be
associated with violence in prison. The mean
deprivation and failure of the respondents
was estimated to be 3.108, which was higher
than the average level, indicating high level
of failure and aggression feelings among the
prisoners.

Observational learning, which refers to
observing  aggression among  other
prisoners, was another variable included in
the research according to the theoretical
framework. As reported by the prisoners,
violent prisoners were unfortunately
treated with tolerance in prison. The mean
score of this variable was 3.072 out of 5.
The prison control system, as a deterrent to
prisoners’ violence, should be able to work
effectively. Therefore, the prison control
system evaluation was defined in the
theoretical framework and included in the
research to provide a proper evaluation. The
mean prison control system was calculated
as 3.455 out of 5, which was above average.
Drug and alcohol use was another important
variable that could be associated with the
violence level among women in prison.
Methamphetamine (3.89 out of 5 points),
heroin (3.17 out of 5), opium (3.03 out of 5),
and cannabis (2.85) were the most
frequently used drugs, respectively. The
results showed the prison control system
with the coefficient value of -0.269 had the
highest direct and causal effect on violence
among women in prison, which was
followed by deprivation and failure with the
coefficient value of 0.263 and social control
with the coefficient value of 0.234,
respectively.
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Discussion

Violence including assault, battery, and
murder in prison is among the issues that
can be primarily associated with the lives of
prisoners and, consequently, cause serious
problems in the prison control system. On
the other hand, organizing prisons has
recently faced a variety of challenges that, if
ignored, could jeopardize the prison
survival.

Conclusion

The results indicated the factors affecting
violence in prison are not merely intra-
organization factors, but they mostly go back
to the prisoners’ past and even childhood.
Also, it was found that failure and
deprivation, as extra-organization factors,
increased women’s violence in prison.
Although this factor was highly effective in
causing violence in prisons, the prison
control system could largely prevent it.
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