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Abstract

The integration of literature and art has always been an important issue in analyzing the artworks. This paper aims
to study the integration of text and the image in the miniatures of «Fighting Rakhsh and Lion» from Shahnameh
by hyper-textual reading method. This battle happens in the first labor of Rostam, a legendary hero in Persian
mythology. In this labor the horse is the champion and kills the lion by himself. The role of animals is eminent
and the only human being in this miniature is asleep. Thus, the question of the paper is to what extent has the artist
been faithful to the text of the poem in order to depict the narration of the «Fighting Rakhsh and Lion»? In order
to analyze artworks, the approach of hypertextuality presented by French theorist Gérard Genette has been chosen.
Hypertextuality refers to any relationship uniting a text to an earlier text, upon which it is grafted in a manner that
is not that of commentary. So, a hypertext derives from hypo text(s) through a process which Genette calls trans-
formation, in which text B “evokes” text A without necessarily mentioning it direct. Genette introduced two terms
of Imitation and Transformation, to address Hypertextuality. The result of this research which was conducted by
using the library resources and a descriptive- analytical method indicates that the traditional artist despite follow-
ing the text, has used his creativity. In other words, the artist has tried to change the visual elements as well as the
narrative with Imitation and Transformation by using reduction and augmentation, and as a result of the artist’s
creativity, an artwork with new features have been created.

Key wo rds: Hypertextuality, «Fighting Rakhsh and Lion», Gérard Genette, Imitation, Transformation.
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