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1. Cave of Altamira.

2. Lascaux.

3. Carl Gustav Jung (1875-1961).

4. Joseph Campbell (1904 -1987).

5. Emile Durkheim (1858 - 1917).

6. Sociological.

7. Dichotany.

8. Binary.

9. Mitra.

10. Helios.

11. Expressive.
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Man thinks with language, symbols and myths and
interacts with his surroundings. Myth and art have a
common theme because they both speak of the uncon-
scious. The reproduction of ancient myths in contem-
porary paintings also shows this connection and inter-
est. Prominent anthropologist and mythologist Claude
Levi-Strauss, one of the pioneers of structuralist theory,
considers human thinking to be dialectical. In other
words, man resolves the conflicts of his life through
double confrontations. Thus, from the point of view of
Levi-Strauss, the distinctive feature of mythology is the
elimination or, in a more precise sense, the modifica-
tion of the contrasts it expresses. Complex and unsolv-
able confrontations such as the confrontation between
culture and nature as well as the confrontation of life
and death. And myths help man to solve his problems
by creating similar but solvable contradictions and put-
ting them next to unsolvable contradictions. Thus, for
Strauss, myth is the search to find the immutable among
superficial differences. In this way, myth according to
Levi-Strauss can have different functions such as moral
function, social function, cultural function and psy-
chological function. Iranian painters, along with art-
ists around the world, have paid special attention to the
function of myth in art. Based on their individual and
social experiences, they have addressed their concerns
in their own way through the creation of works of art.
The aim of this study was to investigate the dual struc-
tural contrasts with the sociological function of myth
based on the views of Levi-Strauss and how it is re-
flected in contemporary Iranian painting.

The main research questions are: 1. What are the effec-
tive factors in the formation of the sociological function
of myth in contemporary Iranian painting? 2. How has
myth, based on the views of Levi-Strauss, found a soci-
ological function in Iranian painting? This research has
been completed by descriptive-analytical method based
on library studies and observation of works.

The studied works have been selected from the works
of contemporary Iranian painters by judgmental sam-
pling method. Each of the contemporary artists stud-
ied, in terms of individual and social experiences, has
addressed their concerns in their own way through the
creation of works of art; Therefore, the factors influenc-
ing the formation of the sociological function of myth
in the works of art are different. The results of the re-
search show that contemporary Iranian artists, relying
on Iranian myths, have resorted to research and search
to find a way to their ideal world. This reliance on Ira-
nian myths has been to such an extent that these artists,
in their quest to achieve human values and criticize in-
human temperament, have also given Iranian aspects to
Western myths, using symbolic methods of variety in
their works. Their painting has emerged, which can be
explained by the views of Levi-Strauss.

Kewords
Myth, Sociological Function, Claude Levi-Strauss,
Contemporary Iranian Painting.
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