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Extended Abstract

Phenomenological Analysis of Primary School Student Teachers'
Experiences of the Application of the Integrated Approach to
Teaching

Parvin Ahmadi’ Maryam RajabiHarsini" Hodasadat Mohseni™

Introduction

Primary education is the foundation for necessary educational measures.
Concerning this, the basic dimensions of primary education are curriculum
development and implementation. Despite its importance, however, research has
shown that less attention has been paid to primary education in Iranian context.
Recent years, Iran's educational system has undergone many changes in terms of

structure, content, and executive methods. In line with these changes, curriculum

integration has attracted attention of many scholars in the field of curriculum
studies (Ahmadi, 2012). An integrated curriculum involves designing combined
learning activities and holistic learning experiences and is concerned with
cognitive, emotional, and sensory and motor development (Mehrmohammadi,
2019). The traditional approach to teaching incorrectly portrays the subjects as a
goal rather than a means; however, the ultimate goal of learning should be
developing awareness of and reaching main real-life goals. In traditional methods
of teaching, students are often expected to learn a subject through memorizing
specific words and by using some sub-skills. However, students need to learn
more about their field of study and major issues related to it (Khoinejad &
Ahmadi, 2014). An integrated curriculum can help students enjoy their learning
experiences. It can be related to students' needs and interests, and realities of life.
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Therefore, it can improve students' motivation and increase their learning. The
present study was conducted to investigate primary school student teachers'
experiences of the integrated curriculum implementation. This study is of an
applied research type and benefits from a qualitative research design. Participants
were student teachers of Curriculum Planning at Al-Zahra University with
relevant curriculum implementation experience.

Research question

How are primary school student teachers' experiences about the application of the
integrated approach to teaching in their classroom?

Methods

Practically considering, this study was based on a qualitative approach to research
and, more specifically, the descriptive phenomenological method. Top
educational search engines were first used in order to identify appropriate sources
for analysis. The participants were primary school student teachers at Al-Zahra
University with several years' experience of implementing integrated curriculum
in their classrooms. Each of the participants, selected based on purposeful
sampling approach and benchmarking sampling techniques, were semi-
structurally interviewed and asked to talk about their lived experiences of
implementation of the integrated curriculum in their classrooms. Sampling
continued until data saturation was determined to be reached, i.e. after
interviewing 16 participants. Colaizzi's seven-step method for data analysis was
then used to analyze the collected data. Based on this method, the researchers first
read all the interview contents provided by the participants. This way, they could
understand participants' thoughts and feelings. Second, the researchers referred
to each of the protocols and extracted important statements within them. Third,
they formulated meanings, i.e. the regulated concept, out of the extracted
statements. Fourth, the formulated regulated concepts were organized into
clusters of themes. Fifth, the clusters of themes were then integrated into a
comprehensive description of the phenomenon. Next, clear statements were made
out of the comprehensive description of the phenomenon. And finally, the
findings were returned to the participants in order for them to determine if the
findings were credible and trustworthy or not. In order to ensure confirmability,
it was tried to check the documents and clearly describe the relevant processes
and decisions in the research context. Credibility and confirmability of the
findings were further assessed through determining if the obtained findings was
confirmed by previous findings and theories.

Findings



In line with the research question of this study, content analysis method was used
for analyzing the collected data and 4 main themes and 16 subthemes were
identified. The main themes were the concept of the integrated curriculum, the
reasons for adopting an integrated curriculum, the role of teachers in a classroom
with an integrated curriculum, and the consequences of using an integrated
curriculum.

Discussion

Integrating curriculums as an important issue in the field of curriculum studies
has long been recognized as a way to dissolve the fabricated boundaries between
different subjects and to reach real-life goals.

Based on the findings, the integrated curriculum was differently defined by different
teachers. Moreover, teachers had different reasons for adopting it. However, all the
participants agreed that in a classroom based on the integrated curriculum, teachers'
roles are to guide students and facilitate their learning task. The use of the integrated
curriculum can have positive results for both teachers and students because it has
been revealed that development of societies and familiarity with new technologies
have made traditional methods of teaching no longer responsive.

Keywords: integrated curriculum; lived experience; Phenomenology; teaching-
learning process; primary school





