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Introduction

This study aimed at identifying and validating the processes and outputs of the
Media Thinking and Literacy Curriculum from Iranian high school teachers' and
students' perspectives. Media literacy, which can actively and dynamically
introduce audiences to media messages and products, is an essential social skill
in support of critical and argumentative thinking. McLuhan was first who used
the term media literacy. Later on, UNESCO (1982) issued a statement about
media literacy education. Based on this statement, media are among the most
powerful forces in society. Therefore, citizens should acquire media literacy and
media literacy training should be done in a systematic and coherent way to make
citizens powerful. Media literacy education has officially entered the formal
education system of Iran since 2016 through one of the tenth grade courses,
namely the 'Media Thinking and Literacy', which was approved by the Council
for Higher Education as a valuable course that can teach students how to deal
appropriately with the media.
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Research Questions

1. What are the indicators of desirable Media Thinking and Literacy Curriculum
processes from the interviewees' viewpoints?

2. What are the indicators of desirable Media Thinking and Literacy Curriculum
outputs from the interviewees' viewpoints?

3. Is the model designed for evaluating the Media Thinking and Literacy
Curriculum processes and outputs valid?

Question 4: What is the status quo of the Media Thinking and Literacy
Curriculum processes as compared to the desired status?

Question 5: What is the status quo of the Media Thinking and Literacy
Curriculum outputs as compared to the desired status?

Methods

This study is of an applied present research type and benefits from an exploratory
sequential mixed methods design. First, 20 Iranian experts in the fields of Media
Literacy and Curriculum Planning and educational technology specialists were
selected based on purposive sampling and semi-structurally interviewed.
Qualitative data analysis was done by using Cresswell' (2007) steps in data
analysis and by running Max Kyoda software. The findings of the qualitative
phase of this study was used to develop a researcher-made questionnaire which
was then used in the quantitative phase of the study. The questionnaire was
distributed among 459 teachers and 883842 tenth grade students in Isfahan, Iran,
who were selected based on stratified random sampling. The reliability and
internal consistency of the items of the questionnaire was then assessed by
running Cronbach's alpha and confirmed. Finally, the findings were presented.
Findings

Based on the findings, indicators of a desirable Media Thinking and Literacy
Curriculum were reasonably valid. Concerning the category of 'using new
teaching methods', the status quo of the curriculum was found to be less desirable
than what was expected. Thus, it can be stated that authorities in the education
system and curriculum planners need to review methods of teaching the Media
Thinking and Literacy Course to improve the processes and outputs of the course
and to achieve their educational goals. Moreover, they need to pay more attention
to the content and topics that are necessary for fostering critical thinking in
students and help them use the media properly.

Discussion and conclusion

Based on the findings, desirable Media Thinking and Literacy Curriculum



processes involve the use of new teaching methods, practical presentation of
educational content, teacher's warm welcome to scientific discussions and critical
thinking in classroom, learners' more active participation in educational and
research activities, and improvement of learners' motivation for doing teamwork.
Considering desirable Media Thinking and Literacy Curriculum outputs, the most
crucial curriculum outputs were found to be knowledge, attitudes, and skills
which learners had acquired after completing the course. Concerning students'
correct use of media, from teachers' perspectives, and students' familiarity with
critical thinking skills, as two indicators of desirable Media Thinking and
Literacy Curriculum outputs, it was further observed that the status quo was less
desirable than what was expected. One reason might be the fact that this
curriculum could only help students become familiar with the theoretical aspects
of the course and had nothing to do with students' development and use of critical
thinking skills in real life.
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