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Extended Abstract

Identifying Indicators of Moral Education in Iranian Elementary
Schools

Fatemeh Yousefi' *Abdollah Parsa” Masoud Safaiee Moghadam”

Introduction
The objective of this study was to identify important indicators of moral
education in Iranian elementary schools. The study was further to evaluate the

level of attention which was paid to moral instruction in Iranian lower education.

Method

This study benefits from an exploratory sequential mixed methods design. The
gualitative phase of this study was conducted first. The phenomenological
method was used in the qualitative phase and 14 faculty members, experts and
textbooks’ authors were selected based on purposive sampling and interviewed
semi-structurally. Credibility and confirmability of the data was then assessed
and confirmed by two independent experts and through revision of the questions
and answers and by comparing the extracted themes, i.e. the 80 basic and 13
organizing themes, which were identified in relation to the four dimensions of
individual goals, social goals, methods and challenges, and insufficiencies of
ethics education. A researcher- made questionnaire was then designed based on
these findings and used for collecting data in the quantitative phase which was
done through the use descriptive survey method. The reliability of the
questionnaire was assessed by running Chronbach's Alpha and confirmed (0.85).
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The validity of the questionnaire was further assessed and confirmed by 10
experts in the field. The researcher-made questionnaire was then distributed
among elementary school teachers and the status of ethics education in Iranian
elementary schools was examined.

Results

Based on the qualitative analysis findings, participants had conflicting opinions
about the relationship between ethics and religion, the importance of role models
in ethics education, the gap between moral cognition and ethical practice, teacher
role, the school-family relationships, and the role of a coherent and
comprehensive curriculum in moral education. One important point about their
definitions of ethics was their inability to set a boundary between ethics and
religion. For instance, some definitions were provided from a religious
perspective and some other from a secular perspective. However, most
participants had a secular view of ethics. Accordingly, they believed that religion
is totally distinct from morality. However, as they believed, there exist ethical
codes and moral commandments in religion. One of the most debatable points in
interviews was the importance of historical and live real-life role models in moral
education. Considering this, a few participants acknowledged the importance of
historical role models. However, more participants emphasized the importance of
provision of real-life role models that are alive and have tangible influence on
people. Furthermore, participants claimed that for the role models to be effective,
they should be over 16 years old and present in everyday lives of the students
over whom they have influence. Regarding the type of a curriculum based on
ethics education, all participants believed that such a curriculum should be guided
and coherent. The participants further believed that a curriculum based on ethics
education should not only focus on ethical issues. Rather, they should define an
active role for students and consider their agency in creating ethical concepts. As
participants mentioned, there is a tangible conflict between consideration of
students' agency and development of their reasoning ability and teaching ethics
in their educational context. With regard to the quantitative results, too, it was
found that more attention is needed to be paid to the two dimensions of individual
goals, with themes such as personal hygiene, the relationship with God, and self
—controlling, and social goals, with themes such as relationship with others and
relationship with the nature. This could reveal the importance of these moral
issues in teachers' opinion.

Discussion

Based on the results, the existing curriculums were not successful at paying



enough attention to encouraging students' cognitive, behavioral and emotional
development. Teachers, in general, misinterpreted ethics as good temper and
many teachers considered ethics for girls as hijab. This can imply teachers' lack
of proper understanding and awareness of moral virtues which need to be
emphasized in classroom. It was also revealed that more thoughtful attention
should be paid to indicators of individual morality, such as bravery and personal
discipline, in the textbooks. Effective moral education can be carried out by
assigning responsibilities to students through textbook activities that help them
develop their cognition, behavior, and emotion, and planning in-service training
courses on ethics education for teachers and familiarizing them with different
approaches of ethics education. The results of this study can also draw attention
to the importance of designing a joint curriculum based on ethics education for
students all over the world, a curriculum which can be effective in protecting the
global village and preserving human dignity
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