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The present study, which employs a survey method, is applied in terms of the purpose. Its statistical popu-
lation is the "members" of "active" agricultural cooperatives in Lorestan. The research instrument was
a questionnaire whose face validity was determined according to the opinions of 15 members of the
statistical community, its content validity was calculated using content validity ratio (CVR) and its reliability
was calculated by Cronbach's alpha test which was 0.76 and the data was analyzed by SPSS and Amos soft-
ware. According to the results of the one-sentence t-test, members' participation in the management of
the cooperatives studied is above average, as well as the results of correlation tests of variables and the re-
sults of structural equation analysis of the research model. (Members’ participation in general assemblies,
members' participation in cooperative oversight, members’ participation in management and members'

Key words: economic participation,) and "success" of agricultural cooperatives was confirmed and the relationship
Cooperatives, between them with 99% confidence level showed a direct, positive and significant relationship. The re-
Member Participa- : sults obtained in relation to the fit indices of the model showed that the research model has a good fit.
tion, Success, Ag- In this regard, there was no significant difference between married and single men and women in terms
ricultural Coopera- of participation in cooperative activities, while there was a direct and significant relationship between
tives © the variables of age, membership history, education and members' shares in the success of cooperatives.
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Extended Abstract and sustainable development of rural areas are coopera-

tives that are the core of encouraging people to "partici-

1. Introduction pation" and as a manifestation of the culture of partici-

pation in the field of economic and social activities play

ne of the most experienced non-gov- a pervasive role in improving the living conditions and

ernmental organizations influential in increasing the income of villagers. Given the nature of the

the process of socioeconomic prosperity cooperative system, which is based on the presence and
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participation of members, the issue of member participa-
tion as an important and influential factor in the "success"
of cooperatives is a vital issue that needs to be addressed.
The main issue that this research studies is what the "par-
ticipation" of the members of "active" cooperatives have
to do with the "success" of these cooperatives in achiev-
ing their set goals. Therefore, the present study tries to
examine the relationship between members' participation
in the management of cooperatives and their "success" by
studying "active" agricultural cooperatives in Lorestan
province.

2. Methodology

The method of this research is survey and it is an ap-
plied research in terms of purpose and is quantitative in
terms of the nature of the data. The statistical population
of the study is the members of agricultural cooperatives
in Lorestan province, which were active in 2018. The
volume of the statistical sample was calculated using Co-
chran's formula, so that a total of 354 people (elements)
from the statistical population were selected as a sample.
Also, regarding the research sampling method, according
to the statistical population classification, the quota sam-
pling method was proportional to the volume. The tool
for collecting field data in this research was a question-
naire which in its design, in addition to the necessary care
and attention in using the dimensions and indicators of
research variables in compiling and adjusting the ques-
tionnaire questions, previous research studies were also
used. The face validity of the questionnaire was assessed
in a specialized panel by 15 members of agricultural co-
operatives outside the original sample. To determine the
content validity of the research tool, the content validity
ratio (CVR) was used and to calculate the reliability of
the research measurement tool, Cronbach's alpha method
was used in a sample of 30 people outside the original
sample. 0 were counted and data analysis was performed
in two descriptive and inferential sections using SPSS and
AMOS software.

3. Results

According to the results of the one-sentence t-test, mem-
bers' participation in managing the studied cooperatives is
higher than the average level. Also, the results of correla-
tion tests of variables and structural equation analysis re-
sults of the research model regarding cooperatives indicate
that members 'participation in management and members'
economic participation, and "success" of agricultural co-
operatives were confirmed, and their relationship with a
99% confidence level was a direct, positive and signifi-
cant relationship. The results obtained in relation to the
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fit indices of the model showed that the research model
has a good fit and the values of absolute, comparative,
economic and relative indicators that have a significant
effect on the variables of the research model, confirm the
research model, and there is a direct and meaningful rela-
tionship between the variables of "members’ participation
in general assemblies, members' participation in supervis-
ing cooperatives, members’ participation in management
and members' economic participation” and the variable
of "success" of cooperatives. There was no significance
in terms of participation in cooperative activities, while
there was a direct and significant relationship between the
variables of age, membership history, education and the
amount of members' share in the success of cooperatives.

4. Discussion

The present study aims to explain the sociological re-
lationship between the participation of members and the
success of agricultural cooperatives. Based on the research
findings, the participation of members of agricultural co-
operatives in the management of cooperatives can create
economic and social functions for cooperatives in many
ways. The results of the research indicate the impact of
the dimensions of members' participation in the success
of the cooperative in achieving the set goals. The high
level of members' participation indicates the absence of
contradiction among cooperative members, and this indi-
cates the high ability of cooperative members to carry out
development activities and progress and participation and
intra-group interaction in cooperatives. Single and mar-
ried men and women have been equally involved in the
success of cooperatives and have worked to provide the
desired relationship in participating in cooperatives. From
the relationship between the variables of age, member-
ship history, education and the amount of share of mem-
bers in the variable of "success", it can be understood that
this relationship is more evident at older ages and with an
older history, which can be due to experience. Regarding
personal knowledge of the benefits of membership in the
cooperative and the higher share of members, the results
show that the participation of members is higher. It also
shows a positive and significant relationship between the
dimensions of member participation and the success of
the studied cooperatives; decisions made with the partici-
pation of members in the general assemblies of coopera-
tives have the necessary executive guarantee due to the
active participation of members in these assemblies and
the role that members play in these decisions. These find-
ings overlap with the results of previous research more
than other studies.
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5. Conclusion

Considering the type of relationship and high impact
of the success of these cooperatives on the participation
of members in the management of cooperatives and the
extraordinary role that the participation of members of
cooperatives in the success and achievement of predeter-
mined goals in this category plays, it is essential for the
managers of these cooperatives and relevant officials to
provide the necessary infrastructures to maximize partici-
pation of members in all affairs of cooperatives .
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