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Migration is the most important phenomenon that can endanger the existence and survival of the rural com-
munity. Therefore, the purpose of the present study was to investigate the effect of social capital components
and place attachment on the migration of people in the villages of Jiroft County, which was done with a quan-
titative approach. The statistical population of the study was the active rural population. Krejice and Morgan
table was used to determine the sample size (n=382). A stratified random sampling method was used to
select the sample. A questionnaire was used for data collection that its validity was confirmed by a panel of
experts. Furthermore, in order to assess the reliability of the research tool, Cronbach's Alpha coefficient was
calculated (0.71<0<0.83). The results of the Pearson correlation analysis showed that increasing the distance
between rural and urban areas leads to more migration. Also, the decrease in social capital among the villag-
ers leads to an increase in their migration. The results of path analysis showed that all components of social
capital have direct and significant effects on migration, and among these, social participation has the most

Key words: significant direct effect on rural migration. At the same time, place attachment also has a significant direct
Social Capital, Place negative effect on migration. All components of social capital have a significant direct positive effect on place
Attachment, Migra- : attachment. This means that the higher the level of social participation, social cohesion, social trust, social
tion of Villagers, awareness and social relations of the people in rural communities, the higher the probability that their place
Jiroft County ¢ attachment will be increased and consequently, the lower the likelihood of migration among them.
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Extended Abstract are faced. The rural regions’ underdevelopment outcomes
such as pervasive poverty, increasing inequality, unem-
1. Introduction ployment, migration, etc. have caused the life in some vil-
lages to distance away from the standards of sustainable
ural development is one of the impor- development which has per se instigated the migration of
tant issues with which the communities, the country’s rural communities and has been followed by
especially the developing communities,
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the decline of the rural producing population. In order to
overcome these problems, social capital and place attach-
ment are amongst the strategies that have recently drawn
a lot of attention and have been capable of playing an ef-
fective role in the villages’ development. Social capital
is amongst the potential or actual resources realized by
a network of the society members’ mutual interrelation-
ships. Place attachment points to the emotional relation-
ships established by the individuals, groups, or communi-
ties towards their physical environment. The importance
of place attachment lies in the idea that it plays a sub-
stantial role in creating and elevating more participation,
cooperation and self-assistance as well as responsibility
amongst the individuals.

2. Methodology

The present study is an applied and causal-relational re-
search that has been carried out through the use of the
surveying technique. The study population included the
active rural population (116589 individuals) from Jiroft
County. The study sample volume has been estimated
equal to 382 villagers based on the Krejci-Morgan table.
Random clustering with proportional attribution has been
utilized as the sampling method. The study instrument
was a questionnaire the validity of which was confirmed
by a panel of specialists. Moreover, Cronbach’s alpha co-
efficient was the instrument applied for determining the
reliability (0.71<0<0.83).

3. Results

The findings of correlation analysis indicated that there
is a negative and significant relationship between vari-
ables like place attachment, social trust, social cohesion,
social participation, social relations and social awareness
with the villagers’ migration. Path analysis was used for
testing the study’s conceptual framework in line with the
exploration of the effects of the social capital’s indicators
on the villagers’ migration with the intermediary role of
place attachment. Amongst the study variables, “social
participation” was found to exert the highest direct effect
on the villagers’ migration. Furthermore, social cohesion
was found to have the highest indirect negative effect on
the study participants’ migration.

4. Discussion

The study findings are reflective of the idea that the
more the individual’s place attachment towards their liv-
ing place is reduced, the higher their migration likelihood
is increased; meanwhile, under such conditions, the vil-
lagers are not enjoying living and staying in their villages
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and are seeking to migrate and move away because living
in their villages is not followed by a sense of security and
comfort for them. The results of the correlation analysis
indicated that there is a reverse and significant relation-
ship between social capital and migration in such a way
that the more the social capital is reduced amongst the
villagers, the more the migration is increased. In addition,
the exploration results stemming from the path analysis
showed that social capital has the highest direct, negative
and significant effect amongst the study variables on the
villagers’ migration. This finding is reflective of the ex-
istence of a causal relationship between social participa-
tion and the villagers’ migration, meaning that the more
the individuals enjoy social participation, the more their
migration likelihood will be decreased. Migration is at
a high level in the studied region for reasons like weak
activities by the local groups, low interest of the family
members in performing participatory tasks as well as low
participation in the works by the voluntary and people-
driven organizations.

In addition, the investigation of the indirect effects indi-
cated that the indicator of “social cohesion” has the high-
est indirect negative effect on migration in such a way that
the more the study participants enjoy social cohesion, the
lower their migration likelihood. Therefore, considering
the high level of migration in the studied region, this situ-
ation is created when the villagers fail to readily cooperate
with one another in resolving the problems.

5. Conclusion

Based on the present study’s findings and in order to en-
hance the social capital amongst the villagers as well as
increase their place attachment to their living places and
in line with the corroboration of the rural communities’
social relations, hence reducing and counteracting migra-
tion, the formations, cultural centers, mosques and public
and people-driven institutions should perform consider-
able activities in the villages. In the meantime, in order
to reduce the villagers’ migration to the cities, the civil
infrastructures, including the educational, sanitary and
welfare facilities like recreational and amusement spaces
(parks, green spaces and so forth) should be developed
and improved in the villages. On the other hand, in order
to strengthen the social capital and place attachment of the
villagers parallel to reducing the migration, it is recom-
mended that the grounds should be set for the villagers’
participation in the plans and projects with early profit-
ability as well as small rural businesses.
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