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Today, we are witnessing extensive changes in the movements between cities and villages, so that permanent
movement between cities and villages have become daily commutes, which is referred to as population float-
ing. This is more common among the inhabitants of the villages around the metropolises. In addition to eco-
nomic incentives, various factors can affect the formation and strengthening of the flow of rural floating popu-
lation. The aim of this study is to investigate the factors affecting the formation of rural floating populations in
urban areas. The present research is of applied type and the method of doing it is descriptive-analytical. The
statistical population of the study is the households of 20 villages of Tabadakan district around the metropolis
of Mashhad. Data were collected using a researcher-made questionnaire and based on research indicators.
The results showed that the factors affecting the buoyancy of the rural population can be classified into eco-
nomic, social, individual, geographical-environmental and institutional factors. Among these, economic fac-

Key words: tors, social factors and individual factors explained 37.71, 12.13 and 7.78% of the variance of the dependent
Rural-Urban Links, variable, respectively. Also, the results of the Spearman correlation test showed an inverse relationship with
Floating Popula- © moderate intensity between the two variables of distance from the city and the buoyancy ratio of the rural
tion, Rural Employ- population. Finally, the results of the logistic regression test indicate that the variables of age, occupation and
ees, Tebadkan rural having a place of residence or home in the city have a statistically significant effect on the dependent variable
district, Mashhad :  (floating or non-floating population) and are able to predict changes in the dependent variable.
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Extended Abstract especially Sistan and Baluchestan and other countries
(Afghanistan and Iraqg) to Mashhad due to drought condi-
1. Introduction tions and lack of job opportunities , the majority of im-
migrants choose to live on the outskirts of the city and
ue to the immigration of different eth- the surrounding villages. So the population pressure that
nic groups from other cities of Khorasan prevails in the villages around the city has caused many
Razavi province and other provinces,
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people to flock to Mashhad to work or study on a daily
basis. But in the meantime, other factors can affect the
buoyancy of the population. Therefore, the purpose of
this study is to identify the factors affecting the formation
of the floating population and seeks to answer the basic
question of what the factors affecting the formation of the
rural floating population are and whether or not individual
variables such as age, sex, marriage, occupation, etc. af-
fect the buoyancy of the population.

2. Methodology

The present research employs a descriptive-analytical
methodology in terms of targeting the field of applied
research. Therefore, the present study, based on survey
research and interviews with the target population, fo-
cuses on the factors affecting the buoyancy of the rural
population in the northern outskirts of Mashhad. Based
on this, data collection was done using two methods of
documentation and a survey based on a researcher-made
questionnaire by referring to the sample villages.

3. Results

The results showed that the factors affecting the buoyan-
cy of the rural population can be classified into economic,
social, individual, geo-environmental and institutional
factors. Among these, the economic factors-especially
the lack of job opportunities and lack of financial sup-
port to start a business, the social factors-especially the
reluctance of young people to work in agriculture and the
individual factors-especially the job characteristics of the
individual and the need for daily movements- explained
37.71, 12.13 and 7.78% of the variance of the dependent
variable, respectively. Also, the results of the Spearman
correlation test showed an inverse relationship with mod-
erate intensity between the two variables of distance from
the city and the buoyancy ratio of the rural population. Fi-
nally, the results of the logistic regression test showed that
the variables of age, occupation and residence or home in
the city have a statistically significant effect on the depen-
dent variable (floating or non-floating population) and are
able to predict changes in the dependent variable.

4. Discussion

Based on the results of exploratory factor analysis, the
effective factors in the formation of the floating popula-
tion include economic, social, geographical-environmen-
tal, individual and institutional factors. The high cost of
living in the city has made people go to the city only for
work and not want to stay permanently in the city. Lack of
belongings such as agricultural land, lack of financial sup-
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port and capital to start a business in the village or even
in the city has caused people, especially young people, to
turn into construction workers and work in factories and
workshops near the city. The second factor that influences
the formation of a floating population is the social factor.
In fact, in the last two decades, the job tendencies of the
new generation have changed and the youngest people
have become more inclined to jobs in the second and
third sectors and have no desire to work in agriculture.
The third factor is individual skills, so that young people
who do not have job skills in the city turn to jobs such as
being construction workers, peddlers and simple work in
industrial estates. Some travel to the city with a university
degree or special job skills because there are no jobs in
the village that match their skills. Some occupations have
special features that require daily movements, as well as
proximity to the city, proper communication and public
transportation, which has facilitated the business relation-
ship of the studied villages with the city. Climate change,
drought and water shortages have also attracted some vil-
lagers to other jobs. On the other hand, as the distance
to the floating city decreases, the population increases.
The most floating population is in villages located 1 to
10 km from Mashhad, and villages such as Dehsorkh and
Andarokh, which are located 30 km from Mashhad, not
only do not have a floating population but there are many
returning migrants. Due to their job position (government
employee), they had migrated to Mashhad and returned to
their villages after retirement. Of course, these people had
agricultural land and houses in the village, so they turned
to agricultural activities. But among the villages that are
a short distance from Mashhad, the Georgian village is
an exception because most of the agricultural lands have
been turned into industrial workshops due to the change
in the job structure.

5. Conclusion

According to the research results, Mashhad metropo-
lis has a functional structural difference with other me-
tropolises (for example, Tehran). Because in the city of
Mashhad and the surrounding area and the surrounding
villages, there are different ethnic groups, most of whom
have settled on the outskirts of the city of Mashhad and
its villages; so many immigrants have created a different
structure and function. Therefore, due to the immigration
of some villagers, these people do not have land in the vil-
lage and move to the city as a floating population to earn
a living, and due to the fact that part of Khorasan Razavi
province is consisted of desert areas, the pressure of trans-
ferring their rural population to the villages located in the
outskirts of Mashhad (the villages under study) is high
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and this has caused job competition and inevitably a num-
ber of people have come to Mashhad for work. Finally,
the presence of Afghan migrants in agricultural activities
in the surrounding villages as workers and in general in
all labor activities in the city of Mashhad and its suburbs,
in most cases leads to more limited job opportunities and
this in itself paves the way for the formation of a float-
ing population. Given that population buoyancy can have
negative effects on villages and cities, it is necessary for
policymakers, legislators and local managers to work to
increase the job skills of young people at the same time
and in proportion to the establishment of economic activi-
ties at a greater distance from the city.
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