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Abstract
Statement of the Problem: Poverty in rural areas has been shaped by economic, social,

political, cultural, and historical factors and ultimately by rural underdevelopment. Our
country, like developing countries, is facing the problem of poverty and the spread of this
phenomenon in rural areas. The study of poverty in Kouhdasht County as one of the cities of
Lorestan province which has a large number of villages could be of great importance.
Purpose: The present study aims to identify the spatial distribution of poverty in rural areas of
Kouhdasht County in the form of answering to 5 questions raised in this regard.
Methodology: The data collection tools in this study were library and field studies (the
questionnaire and observation). To determine the sample, 26 villages with an appropriate
spatial distribution across all districts were selected. The stratified random sampling method
was used to select the villages so that the villages of each district were classified in terms of
the number of households at the levels of fewer than 20 households, 20 to 50 households, and
over 50 households. From each category, one village was randomly selected and the selection
of villages was in such a way that they had a suitable spatial distribution.

Results: The most important factors influencing rural poverty and its spatial distribution in
Kouhdasht County were related to the income and facility indicators, education, environmental
and physical service indices, food costs, side costs, and employment, respectively.
Innovation: This research is among the few studies conducted regarding rural poverty with
the approach of spatial analysis in the country.
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