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Codicology of the Qur’anic Manuscripts (14)
“Najaf Codex”: Kufic Qur'an MS No. 1 at-
tributed to Imam Ali

in His Shrine in Najaf

Morteza Karimi-Nia

Abstract: One of the most famous manu-
scripts of the Qur’an attributed to Imam Ali

is the complete Kufic manuscript (No. 1) in
the library of Imam Ali Shrine (Makztaba al-
Rawda al-Haydariyya) in Najaf. The definite
attribution of the manuscript to Imam Ali is
not acceptable; however, it can be considered

as one of the most valuable Kufic manuscripts
of the second/eighth century. This article, for
the first time, examines the various aspects

of the manuscript, including its codicology,
calligraphy, illumination, spelling and orthog-
raphy, variant readings, and verse-numbering.
In this manuscript, named the “Najaf Codex” in
this paper, like most Kufic manuscripts of the
second/eighth and third/ninth centuries, Basran
features predominate in the transcribing of the
Qur’an: most of the regional differences in the
carly Qur'anic codices of the cities have been
transcribed according to the Basra reading; the
verse counting system is completely consistent
with the Basra one; and the variant readings
are mainly close to the readings of the readers
(qurrd) of Basra, i.c., Abu ‘Amr and Ya'qub and
sometimes of Kufa, i.e., Hamza and al-Kisa’1.
Keywords: Codicology the Qur'ans; The
Qur'an manuscripts; al-Khizanat al-Gharawi-
yya; Maktaba al-Rawda al-Haydariyya; Library
of Imam Alf’s Shrine (Najaf); Najaf Codex;
Qur’ans attributed to the Imams; Codex of
Imam Ali ;Variant Readings ;Qur‘anic Orthog-
raphy.
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