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The Kalam of Twelver Shiism

Sabine Schmidtke and Reza Pourjavadi
Translated by: Abolfazl Gharibi

Abstract: This article examines the Shiite the-
ology of the Twelver Shiism from the Ilkhani
period in the seventh century to the end of the
Safavid period in the twelfth century. In the
first part, the role of Nasir al-Din al-T4si is
discussed, who, by introducing Ibn Sin@s phil-
osophical concepts into theological discussions,
transformed the Shiite theology of the Twelver
Shirism, a change that Aba Hamid al-Ghazali
and Fakhruddin Razi brought about among the
Ashvarites. After Tusi, attention has been paid
to Imami theologians. ‘Allima Hilll and his son
Fakhr al-Muhagiqin and Bahraini scholars in-
cluding Ibn Sa’adah Bahrani, Meysam Bahrani,
Ali Ibn Sulayman Bahrani and finally Ibn Abi
Jumhar Ahsai are among the theologians whose
works and Ideas have been studied. The second
part pf this article deals with the Safavid period.
The combination of theology and philosophy
in the works of some theologians of this period,
the role of hadith sources in theological orien-
tations, the conversion of some scholars of this
period to the earlier Imami theology and the
efforts of the opponents of theology to estab-
lish themselves as official representatives of the
Twelver Shiites are among the issues discussed
in this chapter.

Keywords: Twelver Shiites, Nasir al-Din Ttsi,
Twelver Imam Shiite Theology, Theology, Ibn
Sina Philosophy, Twelver Imam Shiism, Hilla,
Safavid Dynasty, Theology
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88 . Abli Hamid Muhammad al-Ghazali, The Incoberence of the Philosophers, translated, introduced and annotated by
Michael E. Marmura, Provo, Utah: Birgham Young University Press, 2000, 30-8.
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