China's Foreign Policy and the Evolution of its
Security Council Voting Behavior

Abstract

To understand the behavior of governments, one of the most important areas of
study is the views and opinions that are expressed by them in international
organizations. China is Iran's most important trading partner, and examining its
votes in the UN Security Council could make prediction of its performance much
more accurate in the face of developments in the region. In other words, by paying
close attention to China's voting behavior in the UN Security Council, we can
achieve a precise understanding about the gradual evolution of China's votes in
the Security Council. This has made it especially important to know the country's
voting framework in the Security Council. In this article, we try to examine the
evolution of China's votes in the Security Council from a constructivist point of
view and a pragmatic approach. The question we are trying to answer in this article
is what will happen to China's foreign policy in light of the changes happened
within China's voting behavior in framework of the Security Council? The
hypothesis we introduce in response to this question is that the evolution of
China's vote in the Security Council indicates an increase in influence and the
creation of a network of Chinese allies in regional organizations. China is seeking
to use its veto power to enhance its role as an emerging economic, security and
political power on different international occasions and to achieve some sort of
political-economic deterrent against US destructive-sanctions measures and, on
the other hand, promote Chinese norms through the use of international expansion
organizations in the international arena.
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