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The Function of Arabic Formulaic
Structures in Mersad al-Ebad
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Introduction

Research Background

According to the background of the research, so far no research has
examined the Arabic-style mold constructions and their function in
Mersad al-Ebad.

Shiri (2010) in an article entitled "Allegory and a new image of
functions and its types"”, recognized parable as a subset of allegory,
and expressed the functions for allegory such as explanation and
enlightenment. Heidari (2014) in his article "Linking verses and
arrays" examines Razi's innovation in using the Qur'an and hadiths in
his book, and concludes that the author has used chapters to name
chapters, citations and testimonies, and different interpretations for
verses and hadiths. Qasempour and Ghorbanpour (2016) in the article
"Hadith Approach of Najmuddin Razi in Mersad Al-Ebad" have
examined the hadiths in this book from the semantic point of view and
have come to the conclusion that the author of this book has used the
hadiths as a source of knowledge.
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Goals, questions, and assumptions

The study of Arabic proverbs in Mersad al-Ebad and their functions is
important because it shows the author's mastery in Arabic texts and
literature on the one hand, and reveals the influence of Iranian
literature on Arabic language and literature on the other hand. Also,
the use of Arabic proverbs in Mersad al-Ebad, which has been done
for different purposes, shows the specific style and mental attitude of
the author. The study of these cases is not only of literary importance
but also of social, historical, and cultural significance; therefore, the
purpose of this article is to investigate the use of these Arabic molded
structures in Mersad al-Ebad.

The current article seeks to answer these questions: What Arabic
proverbs did Razi use in Mersad al-Ebad and what was his purpose in
doing so? What are the function of such constructions in this book? To
answer these questions, the Arabic-style mold structures used in
Mersad al-Ebad were examined and analyzed. The main hypothesis of
this study is that reasoning, strengthening the meaning, brevity, and
beautification of the word, and expressing the literary and verbal
abilities are the main functions of the Arabic proverb in Mersad al-
Ebad.

Conclusion

Writers have always used various linguistic tools in order to enrich
their words as much as possible, one of these tools is the use of
proverbs in their works. According to Zolfaghari, these constructions,
besides their various functions, also add to the "grace and sweetness of
the speech™ of the author (2007, p. 32), and show the linguistic and
verbal ability as well as the skill of the authors. One of these works is
Najmuddin Razi's Mersad al-Ebad. The proverbs in this book have
functions and tasks, and the author has used the Arabic proverb
wherever needed, depending on the situation. This study focuses on
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the function of Arabic-style mold structures in Mersad al-Ebad. In
this work, the function of the mentioned structures is examined in
seven categories.

Persuasion is an attempt to impose a certain subject on the
audience. To achieve this goal, it is necessary to use rhetorical
elements in order to effectively influence the audience (Muezzin &
Ahmadi, 2014, p. 95). In some verbal situations, Razi has used
proverbial structure as an effective tool to persuade the audience. For
example, in the first pages of his book, when explaining the state of
the man and the upbringing and training of his soul, he likens the man
to a gold and silver mine from which gold or silver is extracted.

The argument is different from persuasion; In persuasion, the goal
is to persuade the audience, but in argument, the goal is not to
persuade the audience, but to prove the word with reasoning. In a part
of his speech, explaining why this book was written in Persian, Razi
says that most of the book deals with meanings and facts.

One of the uses of proverbial constructions in Mersad al-Ebad is to
justify and help the author to get rid of the blame and rebuke of others,
or to escape from his inner voices. For example, in part of this work,
Razi uses two paradigmatic structures to describe his one-year stay in
Baghdad, leaving his family behind to be invaded by the Mongols, in
order to justify either his soul or his conscience.

The Arabic proverbial construction in this book has seven functions
in general: persuasion, reasoning and argumentation, justification of
one's actions and avoiding blame and reprimand, beautification of
words and the expression of one's verbal skills, brevity, emphasis on
the meaning and strengthening it, explanation and clarification of the
content. In the meantime, Razi has mostly used proverbs in order to
emphasize his concepts and contents (8 cases), and reasoning and
argument (7 cases). He also had the least use of Arabic proverbs to
persuade the audience and beautify his words (2 cases each) and
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enlighten his words (1 case). The Arabic proverbial form has been
used 3 times in the book with the aim of brevity.
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