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Abstract

The historical urban periphery of the city of Dezful includes 28 old neighborhoods which show one of the most
important historical urban contexts in Iran. The main feature of decorations in Dezful houses was using the special
type of decoration called Khavunchini. In this research, an attempt is made to recognize the visual pleasantness
of the Khavunchini’s decorations by conducting the field surveys including questionnaire distribution among the
range of architectural experts as well as the direct field studies on these kinds of decorations in the architectural
heritages. The main question of the research is that according to the Gestalt psychology, which of the visual com-
ponents has created a visual desirability in the Khavunchini’s decorations? To investigate this inquiry, 16 histori-
cal houses were selected as the sample of study. Moreover, the basic information was collected through library
documents as well as the archives of Dezful Handicrafts, Tourism and Cultural Heritage Organization. Finally, the
study concluded that in the design of decorations and geometric patterns of traditional houses in Dezful, geometric
balance and symmetry, as well as the amount of overlap and similarity were the most used among other geometric
patterns in Khavunchini.
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