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Abstract

The Dokhanchi House was one of the House of Lords built in the Qajar era in Shiraz. One of its outstanding fea-
tures is the existence of a pond room (Hoazkhane). In Iranian architecture, the pond room (Hoazkhane) is a space
with a variety of uses. In the Dokhanchi House’s pond room (Hoazkhane), there are some unrivaled examples of
tile decorations and paintings on the ceiling. Thus, the aim of the present study was to evaluate those decorative
features and compare them with other decorations in that house. Therefore, the executive process of decoration
and recognizing the paintings and colors as well as their locations in the pond room (Hoazkhane) and in the whole
of Dokhanchi house were analyzed. To conduct this study, a descriptive-analytical method based on field observa-
tions and library studies was used. The findings of this study indicated that in Dokhanchi house, the tile decora-
tions, plastering, mosaic and paintings were coordinated with each other in terms of accomplishment accuracy.
Although the tile paintings of courtyard walls and the pond room (Hoazkhane) included variety of human, herbal,
animal and natural landscapes, the paintings used on the ceilings were only the herbal designs of flower and bird
as well as the European landscapes. The reason for this could be found in the way of making “Alat & Loghat” chi-
nese ceilings, which made small frames to draw paintings. The seven-color tile frames are the narrator of religious,
historical, and symbolic stories that combine the principles of East and West’s visual arts.

Key words: Architectural Decorations, Qajar’s Houses, Pond room (Hoazkhane), Ceiling Painting, Dokhanchi
House.
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