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Cyrus Ghani, Shakespeare, Persia and the East. New York: Mage, 2008. 208 pp,
ISBN: 978-1933823249

Abstract

Shakespeare, Persia and the East is a slim book of Comparative Literature. Its main
emphasis is on English and Persian literatures and cultures. Without doubt this is the
most comprehensive book which is written in this area so far. Shakespeare, Persia
and the East, as the title signifies, is about Shakespeare’s knowledge and interest in
Persia and the East. The book has an introduction, an index (a selection of translations
of the works of Shakespeare in several Eastern languages), a bibliography, and an
index of authors. It consists of five chapters: 1) a brief biography of Shakespeare,
2) the Tudors and the Safavids,3) Travelers to Persia and Commercial Relations, 4)
Shakespeare and the Earl of Southampton and 5) Persian and other Eastern references
in Shakespeare’s plays. The first four initial chapters serve as an introduction to the

last chapter which is the most important and somehow innovative part of the book.

Mostafa Hosseini,
Assistant Professor of English Literature, English Department, Faculty of
Humanities, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamedan, Iran



