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Abstract

During the early Islamic Centuries, Persian Muslim thinkers initiated a particular
type of mysticism to gain insight into religious concepts, and Imam Mohammad
Al-Ghazali is one of the most influential of these philosophers. One of the mystical
experiences which he considers as a means of reaching the truth is Sama‘. Al-Ghazali
has explained in detail about conditions, types, levels and the dancers’ states in his
book, Ehya al-Uloom al-Din (The Revival of Religious Sciences). This unique mysti-
cal experience in perceiving truth is quite distinct and does not have a parallel in the
Western philosophy. Hans George Gadamer, a contemporary Continental philosopher
who pursues a new approach to the ancient philosophy in his critique of subjectiv-
ism, tries to explicate the concept of human understanding through art (theatrical
performance) by delineating what occurs in the perception of a work of art. Since
cognition is always based on analogy and comparison, even though the concept of
art in its modern sense was not problematic to the sixth century Muslim jurists, the
present research, which is premised on Gadamer’s hermeneutic concerns, seeks to
descriptively and analytically compare these two thinkers’ approaches to aesthetic
experiences. The goal is to offer a new reading of one of the most influential Persian
thinkers compared to a leading contemporary European philosopher.
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