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Axiomatic method and its epistemological consequences
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Abstract

The main background of this research is the study of Descartes' method in our knowledge
to the sensible world and its relation to the ideal theme of axiomatic knowledge. I do not
accept the objection that Descartes deviated from the axiomatic method in the knowledge
of the material world, and therefore I have argued that he continued to axiomatic method
by developing the rules of inference and breaking the monopoly of syllogism in his Tree of
knowledge. One of the most important rules of non-deductive inference developed in his
work is the method of inference to the best explanation (LB.E). Through documentary
analysis, I have shown that in addition to the basic formulation of the inference to best
explanation (LB.E), its extensive formulation can be clearly traced both in Preliminary
design such as Discourse on Method and in the empirical sections of the principles of
philosophy. Studying this development of inferential rules in Descartes's work not only
illuminates some aspects of his important and deep idea of replacing the method with logic,
but also provides a model for combining empirical knowledge with the axiomatic method.
This model inspires knowledge and rational encounter with creative and constantly
changing experimental and human events, and based on it, a window can be opened to get

out of epistemic anarchy and even value anarchy in such areas.
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