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The Islamic Republic Party was the leading political organization in the
constituting process of the Islamic Republic political system. Furthermore, it
was the most influential political party during the first decade after the 1979
Islamic Revolution. This article investigates the understanding of politics and
government concepts in the political discourse of the Islamic Republic Party
by using a metaphorical approach and tries to answer these questions: How
were politics and government comprehend in the Islamic Republic Party
discourse? and which metaphors were the party used to understand those
concepts?
Those metaphors were analyzed using the method of Metaphor Identification
Procedure (MIP). The analysis demonstrated that the concepts of politics and
government, and related abstract concepts in the party's discourse, were
recognized by the use of everyday experiences that related to religious
practices and perceptions. The maktabi (or doctrinaire) Islam, as the general
metaphor, was the fundamental source domain of understanding those
concepts. Source domains such as worship, duty, divine trust, and doctrinaire
played a pivotal role in comprehending political concepts. As a result, in the
political discourse of the Islamic Republic Party, politics and religion, the
political institution and the religious institution, and political action and
religious behavior are the same, and political knowledge and cognition are
inseparable from religious consciousness.
Keywords: Islamic Republic Party, Conceptual Metaphor, Politics and
Government in Iran, Political Islam, Political Cognition.
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3. Pragglejaz Group.

4. Basic Meaning.

5. Contextual Meaning.
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