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Orientalists, who are often followers of the essentiaist theory of
violence in Islam, claim that the Qur'an and Islam are inherently
violent in nature, relying on a number of Qur'anic verses, narrative
texts, and the historical behavior of some Muslim caliphs. The main
purpose of this article is to critique and evaluate this theory from the
perspective of non-Muslim thinkers and to explain the factors and
backgrounds for the formation of this reading. Therefore, in this
article, we will answer the question: what critiques can be made of the
theory of the essentialism of violence in Isslam? The research method
in this paper is in terms of method of implementation, analytical
method of critique, in terms of purpose, fundamental, and in terms of
data collection tools, documentary and library. The research findings
indicate that Islam and the Qur'an are absolutely unnecessary in
relation to violence, neither do they deny it in general nor do they
prove it. In the verses of the Qur'an, although legitimate violence is
recognized, it has always been spoken of as the last resort. This, along
with other factors, has led to a violent reading of Islam by some
thinkers.
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