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Abstract 

Wole Soyinka's Dance of the Forests and Death and the King's Horseman explore the native 

Nigerian's situation and cultural conflicts with their Western colonizers in a unique approach that 

expresses the resentment against any subjugation and also carries a premonition of social disruption 

and national identity's destruction in case of following the traditions irrationally. Soyinka also warns 

his people about the probability of internal colonialism. Frantz Fanon, one of the great postcolonial 

thinkers, has scrutinized colonialism from psychological and political approaches. This article 

studies two plays to depict the conflicts and issues of a nation that intends to revive its ancient 

patterns. In addition, the paper explores Soyinka's ambivalence towards the revival and its root. Both 

of Soyinka's plays show that he, like Fanon, believes that this cultural conflict, issues, and 

discrimination must end in peace for humanity to go forward. Scrutinizing these works shows how 

the previously colonized subject must make peace with his/her past and present time and concentrate 

on the future to create a better world for his country and compatriots. 
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2 «The Negro is comparison »(Black Skin, p.211) 

 
3 «The Colonial Factor is an incident, a catalytic incident merely.» 
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