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Abstract

The writings of Pseudo-Dionysius are a mixture of Christian thought, Late Greek
philosophy and mainly neo-Platonic philosophy, which are easily integrated with
religion because of his transcendence. Dionysius's view of beauty is described in
Asma Elahi. It seems that his views on beauty also exist in the wisdom of illumination,
so a comparison can be made between the views of Dionysius and Sheikh Ishraq on
beauty. Suhrawardi discusses beauty with themes such as Noor Al-Anvar, more
insight, the high ability of mystics to understand beauty, and the light that causes
beauty, beauty and perfection and Dionysius refers to the trinity, infinity, connection
with God, the source of beauty and etc. in his proposed criteria and also he tells about
the final end of his views in the areas of origin and influence, as well as the
manifestation of beauty in objects. In this study, by examining the views of Dionysius
and Sheikh Ishraq, it shows the similarities between these two views.
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1. Introduction

From the beginning of the history of philosophy and since the time when human
beings thinking systematically, there has been a discussion about beauty. To enter the
subject, at first, it must be stated that a category is presumed as beauty, which is
presented to human as an object and a cause. Dionysius is one of the most prominent
philosophers of the fifth century, whose writings are full of mystery and have wide
meanings. In the names attributed to God, beauty has a great and different role;
Dionysius explains in his works how God is called by different names such as infinity,
trinity, cause, beauty, etc. and this is why the creation of wise and beautiful creatures
should be praised. So, God is beautiful because of the beauty of beings. This means
that the cause is named by features of created things.

2. The concept of beauty from Suhrawardi's point of view

First of all, it should be said that Suhrawardi has made a brief reference to "beauty”
and "beautiful thing" in his philosophy. His views on beauty are presented in the book
"Hekmat-ol-Eshragh" and in the treatise “Fi Mahiyat-ol-Eshgh". In Suhrawardi's
view, beauty includes supernatural arenas and ultimately, belongs to the Hazrat
himself. Suhrawardi first introduces the five senses by comparing animal senses and
states that strength in the senses does not matter in the degree of perception of
objects. Suhrawardi, based on his philosophical principles, considers the tangible
wortld and sensory pleasures as shadows of pleasures beyond the senses and then the
source of these pleasures, namely light and supreme beauty. Another point that should
be mentioned is the issue of insight from Suhrawardi's point of view, which is
mentioned in the Quran, and it seems that Suhrawardi, following the Quran, raises
the issue of insight. In Suhrawardi's thought, light and darkness are the two centers of
the universe and the justifications and descriptions related to the philosophy of
illumination are made by these two centers. Therefore, the position of light, as the
center of the universe, is always valid in his view. It is kindness that is the source of
beauty and finally, it turns into love; and from this love, the desired perfection is
obtained and the result is the understanding of beauty and enlightenment. Suhrawardi
considers love as a special category and puts it in the direction of kindness. He clearly
states a definition of pleasure. This direct definition has been indicated the importance
of the subject and its widespread use in the philosophy of illumination. As it is clear,
Suhrawardi considers pleasure to be related to perfection. He considers the most
beautiful and perfect creature to be light. He believes that the main and true pleasure
is obtained in the afterlife. Provided, of course, that man has a pure life in this world.
After the category of pleasure, Suhrawardi in the treatise "Mahiyate Eshgh" has a brief
description of "Goodness". He connects "Goodness" with "Perfection" and "Beauty”
and believes that everyone is trying to achieve goodness. Suhrawardi believes that the
way to reach the "goodness" is love and this is a difficult way that everyone cannot
reach. In the Hekmat-ol-Eshragh, Suhrawardi deals with the relationship between love
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and light. An important issue in Suhrawardi's wisdom is his view of human. This view
makes human perfection largely definable.

3. The Aesthetics of Pseudo-Dionysius

A complete account of Dionysius' point of view is given in the treatise Asma-e-Elahi,
but in other treatises there are occasional comments about aesthetics. Beauty plays an
important role in the structure of names attributed to God. Dionysius calls God by
various names such as Infinity, Trinity, Cause and Beauty; he praises the wisdom and
beauty of beings as the cause. Dionysius of Ariopagus explains that there are three
kinds of names representing God. The first group includes names that deny the sense
of the superhuman, such as the transcendent good, the divine transcendent, the
existing transcendent. The second group includes names that show a sense of
causality. But the third group is a little different, which does not distinguish between
son and father and considers father and son in a spiritual form. This classification
shows an example of Dionysius’ idea. Dionysius' interpretations of God can be
considered as follower of Plato. In Plato's view, good is synonymous with beauty and
goodness. Beauty must be known for its causal role in creation. Beauty can be
characterized by being good. What is beautiful is necessarily good. The writings of
Dionysius on this matter can be taken from the words of Plato. Plato says that good
is not essence itself, but goes beyond essence, and its dignity and power are too great.
Dionysius' aesthetics was based on two important principles: a religious concept
derived from God, which was extracted from the Holy Book and another one, an
absolute philosophical concept, which he inherited from the Greeks; he merged them
with each other and based on his point of view, he began redefining the beauty and
attributes of God.

4. Conclusion

It seems that Sheikh Ishraq and Dionysius have originated from a source and knew
beauty in relation to their god, and their influence can be considered from the Platonic
point of view, so that Sheikh Ishraq derives beauty from the light of God's love. He
knows and considers human as a lover who looks at the essence of God as a beloved,
but Dionysius used the divine names to define and convey the purpose of beauty and
finds beauty in the attributes of God and considers goodness to be synonymous with
beauty. He expresses the hierarchy of movement to reach it. The main common
denominator in beauty is about the origin and final end of beauty and the earthly
manifestation of beauty. In his book Asma-e-Elahi, Pseudo-Dionysius has devoted
several sections to beauty. Suhrawardi has designed beauty as a part of other topics
and mixed with other topics to introduce beauty. Suhrawardi uses the words
Nooralanvar, Insight and Beauty, Love and Violence, Kindness, the Source of Beauty
and other titles to introduce beauty, which shows a judgmental view of beauty. He
considers light as the source of beauty and explains its origin in something under its
divisions. But Dionysius proposed different dimensions for beauty; he considered it
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in the fields of beauty and divine names, God and beauty, models of beauty, and so
on. Suhrawardi also considers the strongest sense to be derived from Noor Al-Anwar,
more insight, the high ability of mystics in understanding beauty and light, the cause
of beauty, beauty and perfection, unity and beauty, and the emergence of
epistemological domains of beauty. But Dionysius, by setting his own standards,
alludes to the Trinity, to the infinite connection with God, as the source of beauty ...
pays attention to the spheres of origin and influence, as well as to manifestation in
objects and the ultimate end.
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