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Abstract

“Simple reality” rule states the relation of its true instance, that is, God to the
universe. The similarity of this relationship in transcendent wisdom and mysticism,
and Mulla Sadra's stipulation of mystics' intuitive perception of the content of this
rule, makes thought seek its counterparts in mysticism. The closest mystical
interpretation to the meaning of the above-mentioned rule is the statement of Ibn
Arabi that "The essence of God is oneness in his essence, everything in the names",
as far as it can be considered as a counterpart in the mysticism of the “simple reality”
rule. The meaning of this phrase is the negation of plurality by the inherent oneness
of God and the justification of plurality by the effusion of the universe from divine
names. This mystical belief, results such as; The attribution of all positive and negative
rulings to God, unity at the same time as multiplicity at the same time as unity, and
simultaneous correctness of similitude and purification. An analytical study of these
cases shows that the positive content of the “simple reality” rule in in knowing God
"all things" is the mystical expression that the totality of the existence of God with
the existence of others does not stand, in the sense that the existence of the God as
appearance is different from the universe as his manifestations.

25

Keywords: simple reality, unity, oneness, Mulla Sadra, Ibn Arabi, mysticism.

Received date: 2020.1.26

Accepted date: 2021.2.4

DOI: 10.22034/jpiut.2021.44226.2752

Journal ISSN (print): 2251-7960 ISSN (online): 2423-4419
Journal Homepage: www.philosophy.tabtizu.ac.ir



http://www.philosophy.tabrizu.ac.ir/
mailto:mahdi_s_58@yahoo.com
mailto:hekmat468@yahoo.com

Comparison of “Simple Reality” Rule and the Mystical Phrase ...
Philosophical Investigations Vol. 15/ Issue: 35/ Summer 2021/ PP. 115-133 @

Introduction
One of the important teachings of Sadra's wisdom is the“simple reality” rule,

according to it "Simple truth is everything and at the same time there is none of them"
(Mulla Sadra, 1981, vol. 3: 40) Mulla Sadra in the general Concept of theology, has
explained the simplicity of being, as a Intrinsically specified matter (Ibid, vol. 1:406)
And in theodicy, with a more detailed expression, it has been recognized as the
negation of any combination of objective and mental components. This latter meaning
has been attributed to the necessity of being (Ibid, vol. 6: 100). Therefore, the meaning
of “simple reality” rule is the being of a pure truth which, by its simplicity, possesses
the "perfection" of all existential objects and levels of existence.

Although Sadra is innovative in explaining and reasoning this rule, His influence
from his predecessors, especially mystics, is certain. The question is that, “Is there any
phrase or rule that is equivalent to the “simple reality” rule or at least conveys a
meaning close to it? With a positive answer to this question, this study tries to extract
and analyze such a rule from Ibn Arabi's statements as the head of the mystics.

The place of the “simple reality” rule in mysticism.

The concept of the “simple reality” rule, or any equivalent for it, must be sought in
the discussion of the unity of existence and being. Ibn Arabi believes, the truth of
existence and being is the Supreme existence, whose existence is, pure and necessaty,
which inherently denies non-existence. He is the pure, unconditional and absolute of
all conditions and restrictions, even the absolute condition, and is the origin and
source of all things(Jahangiri, 1375: 264). In this sense, he is the whole of existence(Ibn
Arabi, Nd, vol. 4: 70). There is nothing in the universe except God, even, our existence
is due to Him, So someone whose existence is due to other than himself, is in the
position of non-existence( Ibid, vol. 1: 279). In fact, the “simple reality” rule in Sadra's
wisdom is a reflection of this mystical basis.

Mystical teachings effective in “simple reality” rule
The most important mystical teachings that are effective in “simple reality” rule are:

Intrinsic oneness and the emanation of the wotld from the divine names, the
attribution of all positive and negative rulings to God, unity at the same time as
multiplicity and multiplicity at the same time as unity, Simultaneous belief in similitude
and purification about God.

According to this, first of all, the Supreme Being is one in essence and in his essence
there is no aspect of plurality. At the same time it has infinite aspects, Because divinity
is appropriate for all divine names and attributes and comprehensive of all these
aspects, and for this reason, his names and attributes are (as) a whole(Qeisari, 1375: 640).

Second, the multiplicities of the world are the manifestations of divine attributes
and names, every truth of world and every part of it is under his nominal training .it
means, these pluralities are nothing but divine names, and the names are nothing but
essence(Ibn Arabi, Nd, Vol. 4: 231).
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Third, the existence of external natures is merely their mental image and externally are
nonexistent. And that existence which is determined in natures is the existence of truth
which there is no nonexistence in his essence and others are his manifestations which
have been multiplied according to the names of that divine essence(Kashani, 1370: 77).

Fourthly, God's purification is that in the position of divinity and in essence, He is
transcendent of all attributes and constraints, he is needless from the worlds and he
surrounds them. But on the other hand, he can be compared to them in terms of the
determination of his essence and his appearance in the forms of possibilities(Ibn
Arabi, Nd, vol. 4: 71).

The mystical phrase ""The essence of God is oneness in his essence, everything
in the names"

Ibn Arabi has started the Ismaili chapter of Fusus al-Hakam with this phrase: "The
essence of God is oneness in his essence, everything in the names" (Ibn Arabi, 1946,
vol. 1: 90). That is, God in his essence is oneness and he does not accept any plurality.
The oneness of God, as a negative attribute that does not require a meaning beyond
the essence, is such that it negates any duality of attribute and the subject. But in mind,
when his essence is considered bound to the names, in this case he is placed as a
whole, the sum of all the Names and Attributes, otherwise in terms of external
existence, it is a pure unity that has no plurality(Jami, 1425: 195).

Conclusion

The closest interpretation of Ibn Arabi to the “simple reality” rule is the phrase “The

essence of God is oneness in his essence, everything in the names". It can be
equivalent to a positive part of the “simple reality” rule. Of course, with considering
the difference between Sadra's and mystical views in the negative part of the rule, that
explained in the text of the article. If we want to express this issue in a mystical form
and similar way to the “simple reality” rule, as a suggestion we can say: "The existence
of truth (the simple reality) is all existence and being, and at the same time there is
none of its manifestations."
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