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1. Introduction
The issue of sin and its punishment has been raised in all divine
religions. Although the motif of the reward of deeds is self-evident in
Islamic culture, there is much evidence for the existence of this idea in
ancient Iran. From the Zoroastrian point of view, any good or bad
deed entails punishment or reward. Using the teachings of Zoroastrian
religion, Hakim Ferdowsi expresses the punishment for deeds in the
form of wisdom and moral teachings. Ferdowsi looks more at the
behavior of kings, whose honesty or crooked behavior can have a
useful or harmful effect on society.  Storytelling and oral narratives
also emphasize that no misconduct in this world goes unanswered and
the fortune gives human beings a taste of punishment for bad deeds.
The main issue of this article is to introduce the most important
beliefs related to the sin of Shah-hero and their motifs in the scrolls of
storytelling, and to compare them with the Shahnameh in which every
sin has a proper punishment and the sinners see the punishment for
their deeds in this world.

2. Methodology

The information collection method in this article is a library one
through the study of printed texts and some manuscripts, and we have
tried to use the Shahnameh and scrolls of storytelling, by collecting
and classifying information, analysis and general inference, in a
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descriptive-analytical manner. Let's discuss the topic.

3. Discussion

In the national epic of Iran and the scrolls of storytelling, deeds such
as injustice (oppression), breach of promise, pride, self-indulgence,
greed, the killing of the kings, innocents, fratricide, etc., which have
harmful consequences for society, are punishable sins. The heroes of
the myth (gods) and the heroes of the epic (shahs-heros) are sinful in
their evolution. The gods are less prone to sin, but most of the kings-
heroes are associated with sin, and these heroes do not belong to a
particular culture; but they are more found in Indo-Iranian culture.
Among the sins examined in the scrolls, the breach of promise, lying,
the killing of a holy man, ingratitude, to accuse (esp. falsely), and
dissatisfaction with what has been lost, are among the great capital
(marg-arzan) offences in the treatise of the minoye.kherad.
Repentance will save the sinner from going to hell, but it will not
prevent the execution of the defined punishments for every sin in this
world. The motif of sin and its punishment is more widely reflected
in the scrolls of storytelling. And in following, we examine the motifs
attributed to kings and heroes in epic and storytelling narratives, and
we deal with their unfortunate consequences and punishments.

Greed had been very distasteful to the ancient Iranians. In the
Shahnameh, Keikavus is infected with the sin of greed, the
devils mislead him into finding out the secret of the sun and the moon
and going to wage a war with the god of the heavens. This issue has
been mentioned in the scrolls, but his story has been expressed
differently in the end. In any case, however, through the demons’
slyness, he goes astray from the right path, and stays away from
God’s splendor (Farreh Izadi). The punishment is that he gets caught
by the demons from whom Rustam frees him. According to the
Shahnameh, however, he does not get caught by the demons, but he
repents of his sins, and prays for a-forty-days period.

Truthfulness and being true to one’s promise is one of the most
important characteristics of the Mithraism, and breach of the promise
has been the greatest sin for them. In religious teachings and popular
culture, the liar and the guilty of perjury are strongly condemned.
And according to the Shahnameh, the divine splendor stays away
from the liar and the violator of the promise deserves a capital
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punishment. A clear example of this sin is the story of Kavus, who
gets upset after Siavash makes peace with Afrasiab, and wants to
send Rustam to war. Rustam says it is not good to renege. Kavus
sends Tous instead, but Siavash prefers death and captivity to being
sinful.

Self-indulgence and not taking the advices of others is a sin the
committer of which suffers a severe punishment as mentioned in the
Shahnameh and scrolls of storytelling: Zaal warns Kavus not to go to
fight with the demons in Mazandaran, but Kavus, who has been
distracted by Ahriman, does not accept it, attacks Mazandaran and, is
caught by the White Demon.

Arrogance and self-deification are among the sins committed by
Jamshid and Kavus. After that egotism and ungratefulness overcome
Jamshid, the divine splendor turns away from him. Jamshid becomes
crooked, and God makes Zahhak dominate over him. According to
the narrations of Ferdowsi-Nameh, the Shahnameh scrolls of
storytelling, and the Shahnameh of the storytellers, Jamshid claims to
be a god, and therefore for this sin, he is receives a divine punishment
by Zahhak's domination over Iran, and over himself. Kavus also
claims to be a god, and forces people to prostrate in front of him. The
devil forces Kavus to wage a war with the heavenly god, and then
with a few vultures he makes a device and goes to heaven but falls in
Mazandaran. Death, getting caught by the demons, immortality, and
loss of the divine splendor are among the punishments that have been
expressed for this sin of Kavus.

Pride is one of the sins that Rustam, Zaal and Kavus are sometimes
infected with, as mentioned in the scrolls, and they should also suffer
the appropriate punishment for it. This punishment is sometimes for
repentance of one’s sins and return, and sometimes for another
purpose, In the Shahnameh, however, this sin of Rustam and Zaal has
not been mentioned.

According to the narration of Moshkin-nameh, the slander against
the innocent is attributed to Sam, who, seeing the white-haired Zaal,
slanders Paridokht that this child, namely Zaal, does not belong to
her, and throws Zaal into a valley and because of that he suffers the
punishment.

According to oral narratives and folk beliefs, the abandonment of
the baby is one of the sins that are not left without a punishment. In
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the Shahnameh, Sam suffers no sick because of this sin, and
eventually, in his dream, a horse-rider among the Indians, declares
glad tidings that his son is alive. Sam repents of his sin, and Simorgh
brings his child to the foot of the mountain. But in the storytelling
narratives, for the punishment of this sin, Sam suffers a seven-year-
old illness or madness and living in ruined places, and his body is
affected by worms until he gains his health, repents of his sin, and
Simorgh returns Zaal to him. Shirozhan, who has abandoned his
sinless wife accompanied by a small child in Mazandaran, goes
through a period of vagabondage and homelessness in the wilderness
as a divine punishment for himself. In the Shahnameh, in order not to
lose the hidden throne, Homay gives birth to her son, but tells
everyone that her son is dead. The baby is put into in a box, thrown
into the Euphrates waters, but she suffers no punishment for such a
sin.

The sin of fratricide in Iran's mythology is more frequent than that
of other tribes, and the most important motive for this sin is envy.
Salm and Toor envied their brother Iraj and beheaded him and will be
killed by Manouchehr as a punishment for it. Afrasiab beheads his
brother, Aghriras, and the Shah's legitimacy (Kiani Farr) is
disconnected from him. Due to his brother, Rustam's inattention to
him, Shaghad harbored a grudge against Rustam. With a conspiracy,
Shaghad made Rustam fall into a well. But prior to death, Rustam
punishes his brother for his sin.

In the Shahnameh and the scrolls, the sin of filicide has been
attributed to Rustam, Goshtasp, and Sam. In the Shahnameh,
however, contrary to the sin of the fratricide, the punishment for
filicide has not been mentioned. According to a storytelling narrative,
Rustam is not able to have another child due to his punishment for
such a sin.

The sin of fratricide is attributed to Zahhak. Being helped and
tempted by the Ahriman, he kills his father and sits on his throne.
According to the Shahnameh, coming into agreement with Banduy
and Gostahm, Parviz kills his father, Hormuz. And ultimately, as a
punishment for this sin, his son Shiruyeh, comes into a silent
agreement with those who killed his father. Shortly after the death of
his father, i.e. after six months, however, Shiruyeh is also poisoned
into death for the punishment of his fratricide.
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Regicide, the Killing of a king who was considered a successor to
the gods on earth, is ill-omened in the epic narratives, and its
perpetrators are killed in the worst possible case; particularly, if these
kings are gods of vegetation: in the Shahnameh, those who killed
Jamshid, Siavash, Esfandiar and Iraj did not come to good. The Lord
causes Zahhak (killer of Jamshid), to suffer a disease which is
remediless. Two boils appear on his shoulders and are growing larger
day by day. The physician lances them, and two snakes go out of the
skin opening. The snakes are cut, but two other ones immediately
appear ... Also for the punishment of his killing of Abatin, father of
Fereydun, Zahhak becomes under chains in a cave into the Damavand
Mountain. But the mountain is not willing to accept him and there is a
spreading of fire on the top of it. Afrasiab is beheaded due to the
punishment for the killing of Siavash, Nozar Shahryar and Aghriras.
Rustam Kills Esfandiar, who has been the holy son of the king and the
representative of the Zoroastrian religion, and has been blessed by the
king. For taking revenge on Siavash, Rustam beheads the innocent
Sorkheh. [Due to these two sins], with the conspiracy of Shaghad,
Rustam falls in a well which had been dig by the king of Kabul. The
king of the Maghreb and of the Sanjab Castle, Faramarz Kkills
Varazad. As a punishment for this regicide, he is hung alive by
Bahman.

Killing the innocent results in an awful consequence; because
"blood does not sleep”, and the revenge of the dead will be taken. The
Shahnameh, mentions a massacre done by Rustam in Tooran for
taking the revenge of Siavash and beheading the old and young
people. According to the scrolls, Faramarz’s oppression of the
innocent people of Kabul, and excessive taking revenge of Rustam's
blood, causes the extinction of the generation of Garshasb, and the
destruction of Zabul. In the war with Bahman, Faramarz is killed and
his dead body is hung. The massacre of the innocent people of Zabul
to avenge the death of Esfandiar, is one of the sins of Bahman, as
mentioned in the narratives of the scrolls of storytelling, so that
Bahman’s punishment is that he is swallowed by a dragon, and is
destroyed. In the Shahnameh, however, after releasing Zaal on the
recommendation of Pashotan, Bahman returns to Iran, and marries his
daughter, Homay. After a while, Bahman gets sick and entrusts the
kingdom to Homay and the child to whom she will give birth. Finally,
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Bahman dies before the child would be born.

Injustice is a quality of the kings who turn away from the wisdom.
In the Shahnameh, Yazdgerd the sinful is an unjust king and, is
punished for his injustice: he gets sick, and goes to the spring of Su
from which a marine horse comes out and kills him. Zahhak is an
unjust ruler that has ordered the beheading of two young persons in
each day in order that the snakes on his shoulders can eat their brains.
Nozar is a king, whose heart is enamored of gem and replete with
collecting treasures, and hence oppresses the people, and the divine
splendor becomes far away from him and eventually is killed by
Afrasiab. According to the scrolls, after overcoming the governor of
Sistan, Garshasp makes him boil in a pot, and then destroys Sistan.
Finally as a punishment for his oppression in India, he is killed in a
battle with the Magnet Mountain.

According to the scrolls of storytelling, disgrace to tombs of greats
persons, such as Tahmouras and Garshasp, is one of the sins that
Bahman commits and sees the punishment for it. Then, he repents of
his sin, and requests Zaal to make an arrangement for him to go on
pilgrimage to the tombs of the Garshasp and other champions.

According to the narrative of the scrolls, transgressing the
Divine Decree is the sin of Rustam, who suffers hardship as result of
his disobedience to God in killing his son, while the destiny mandates
that Sohrab’s sides would be lacerated by the hands of Rustam.

The killing of the sacred cow who has raised Fereydoun, is the sin of
Zahhak. According to the scrolls, the calf of the cow (the cow killed
by Zahhak), becomes an animal for the riding of king-hero
(Fereydoun) in the time when, he wants to punish Zahhak for his
wrong doing, but in the Shahnameh, Fereydoun rides a horse named
"Golrang".

4. Conclusion

Out of the sum of the sins examined in the scrolls of storytelling, 69
percent, with sins and punishments mentioned in Shahnameh, are
shared with minor differences in narratives and type of the
punishment; 12 percent are the sins that no punishment is considered
for them in the Shahnameh, such as the abandonment of the baby and
filicide, but the scrolls have discussed the punishment in detail; 19
percent are the sins that have not been mentioned in the Shahnameh
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but have been discussed in the scrolls. Being influenced by religious
teachings and folk beliefs, the sins such as calumny on the innocent,
disgrace to the great persons’ tombs, revolt against divine decree
have been introduced into narratives of storytelling,

The sins and their punishments are more influenced by the ethical
teachings of ancient Iranians, Zoroastrianism and Mithraism. Of
course in the storytelling texts, the influence of Islamic teachings and
folk beliefs which have affected the narratives of storytelling, is also
seen. Since Mithra has been the goddess of affection, love, and
promise, the breach of promise has been the highest sin to the
followers of the Mithraism, and its impact is seen in the Shahnameh
and in storytelling texts. Also lying, the killing of sacred men,
ingratitude, calumny and unhappiness with what has been gone, are
among the great sins that deserve death and have been mentioned in
the treatise of minuy kherad.

In the scrolls of storytelling and oral narratives, there is more
emphasis on the punishment of sins such as arrogance and theomania,
breach of promise, injustice, self-interestedness, pride, disowning the
baby, regicide, patricide, fratricide, filicide and, the killing of the
innocent than the Shahnameh. These sins are punishable, although
there are various narratives about the type of punishment. After his
long life and invincible battles, the hero commits a sin which reveals
that he no longer has a symbolic immortality, and therefore, he
suffers into an abnormal death or a situation similar to death, which
seizes on the hero mostly with tricks.

Among the kings and the heroes who have committed sins, we can
mention Jamshid, Zahhak, Salm, Toor, Afrisiab, Nozar, Keykavus,
Key khosrow, Tous, Goshtasp, Bahman, Parviz, Shiruyeh, Yazdgerd
the sinful, Garshasb Sam, Zaal, Rostam, Faramarz, Shaghad, and
Shirozhan the majority of whom were properly punished for their sins
in this world.
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