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1. Introduction

Mystical texts are worthy of research from different aspects and often
have deep content relevant to human life, and since these experiences
are the product of the mystical intuitive and personal experiences of
mystics, they can be a resource for an ethical, aesthetic and
perfectionist style of life. Given that, the origins of mystical
experiences are deep human discoveries, intuitions, and personal
epiphanies, and such experiences are not easily expressible or
conveyable through typical linguistic mediums. Rather, they are
rendered through a peculiar mystical language, known as allusion,
which is abundant with symbols, allegories, dichotomies, paradoxes,
figures of speech, images and so on. As a result of this metaphorical
language, these mystical texts seem ambiguous and interpretive, and
consequently lead to multi-layered and ambiguous concepts. Naturally
any interpreters and readers of such texts may represent them in
various and even contradictory ways though they simply attempt to
represent and explain such unique experience. The expressive tools
and tricks of language are intermediaries that demystify the ethereal
language of the mystic kingdom to the materialistic and worldly
concepts understandable for the addressees.

“Words” are the key to entering mysticism and navigating the text,
which are no longer useful after entering it. The use of conventional
language in the unconventional realm throws the meanings of
language into the abyss of ambiguity and obscurity, and provides the
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basis for interpreting and returning the form of language to original
meanings that the interpreter assumes to be the “truth”.

This article studies Shams Tabrizi's Discourse which are full of
profound mystical allusions and meanings. They are the spoken
language of his time conveyed orally by heart, not written by others,
nor written by Shams himself.

2. Methodology

This research has been done in a descriptive method - based on library
tools and the method of collecting data and information in the form of
research, which is one of the most important literary points of this
article.

In this research, a dialogue has been conducted between Shams'
Discourse and other mystical books, an intertextual dialogue about
four motifs of “reason and love”, “divine vision and manifestation”,
“determinism and free will”, and “Remembrance (Zikr)”. These
motifs have been studied in other mystical books such as Kashf al-
Mahjoub, Qashiriyya’s Treatise, The Tamhidaat by Aynol-Ghozat and
Masnavi-ye-Ma'navi where the views of other Mystics might be
aligned in or opposed to Shams’s thoughts which will be discussed in
details. The author attempts to get the semantic levels of Shams’s
Discourse and to remove the ambiguities of the text as much as
possible through studying and receiving Shams’ intuitions. It makes
an intertextual and hyper textual comparison with other well-known
mystical texts as well.

3. Discussion

If we take a brief look at the history of art, we will see that one of the
important features of art is human's confrontation with the unknowns
and darkness of his/her existence and inconceivable concepts of the
life in general. Unknowns inherently create ambiguity.

The common features of all kinds of ambiguities are the existence of
complexity in speech and meaning, breaking the norm of everyday
communication of language, deviation from terms with a definite and
clear significance, and implying double or multi-layered meanings.
Poetic ambiguity roots in the vagueness of a unique poetic
perception. Such ambiguity associates with the mystical experiences,
discoveries and intuitions which is the main topic of present article.
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Considering the fact that mystical experiences do not fit into the
interpretation and the mystics attempt to reflect the effects of their
experiences and share their experience with others, they must
inevitably convey it through language as a medium. However, very
soon it will be realized that the words do not have the potential
capability to fill the gap between the abstract and the material world;
therefore, in astonishment, the mystic feels a contradiction between
the worlds of "was" and "is".

Shams, considering such experiences, did not reckon the form of
language as a proper measure for transcendental experiences and
mystical intuitions. According to Shams, language is the realm of
appearance and mysticism is the inner knowledge. Hence, Shams
regarded the realm of language as too narrow to reveal true
cognizance.

The nature of Shams 'experiences is ambiguous, and this ambiguity
inevitably settles in Shams' language. To diminish these ambiguities,
the entire text of Shams’ Discourse was examined and all the motifs
of “reason and love”, “divine vision and manifestation”,
“determinism ”, “free will” and “remembrance” were collected, and
finally through intertextual studies, the world and thought of Shams
was uncovered.

For Shams the essence of love equals the God, or at least he elevates
it to the divine level. Elsewhere, he associates it with necessity;
hence, we come to the conclusion that God correlates highly with
necessity.

According to Shams, the attributes of "reason" are the attributes from
which "love" is devoid. Being veiled, unable to get to the end of the
path, being sluggish, being mortal, being cowardly and unable to go
far are all the attributes of reason, so the attributes of love are in exact
contrast with these attributes.

The confusion of reason in describing the Beloved is also one of the
attributes of reason. According to Shams the language of reason is
paralyzed in expressing the attributes of love, lover and beloved; love
is a phenomenon that can be discovered rather than learned or
acquired. In the mystical tradition and Persian literature, it is a
famous saying that the lover is blind and is unable of seeing the
ugliness of the beloved. However, based on Shams thought the lover
is not blind or deaf. What the lover receives is the real vision. The
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lover sees everything as it should be. If the lover pays less attention to
the imperfect part of the object of love, it is because those faults are
mortal and the essence of the beloved is eternal.

There is also a delicate understanding of the place of love, which is
the heart. Shams believes that a lover is not a person who has a heart;
rather, is a person with a self-less heart. In other words, the more
broken and melted heart, the more room is for God in that heart.

In manifestation, the divine essence is revealed and displays itself to
the special human (that is the mystic). The mystic sees the
manifestation of God. But Shams, with his intellectual delicacy
uncovers secrets in the veil and ambiguity, and points out that when
manifesting, neither "I" remains, nor "seen™ nor "seeing action"
because manifestation is nothing but the encounter itself.

Here Shams, as in most of other cases has his own particular view of
the issues. He has distanced himself from the dominant discourse
when it comes to the discussion of "determinism and free will". He
inaugurates a new method to the subject. Shams believes that
determinism is prismatic. Shams considers determinism as the
mission of the prophets who are responsible for conveying the divine
message. According to Shams, the determinism that mystics argue is
not a determinism that is understood by common sense. Importantly,
for Shams determinism exists in the essence and nature of creation.
Shams considers God as an independent agent. Likewise, he believes
in the free will of human.

Shams has also seen Remembrance (Zekr) differently from other
mystics and in his view Remembrance (Zekr) is not what other Sufis
have expressed in the form of gnostic and mystical terms. Shams
perceives Remembrance not as a survivor that saves a person from
the abyss of negligence that prevents the destruction of the human’s
heart. Rather, his interpretation of Remembrance and its function is
completely earthly and terrestrial. So what is the path to salvation?
What is the food of the soul? Soul can be feed with silence and it is
nothingness and annihilation. Additionally, Shams criticizes the
rituals of Remembrance practiced by the Sufis, and he is aware that
the Followers (Moridan)’s Remembrance performed by the Sufis,
must go far beyond the mere rituals.

What can be deduced from these few basic and central concepts of
Sham's Discourse is that ambiguity and plurality are the nature of
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mystics' language and high mystical concepts do not fit in the limited
capacity of words and phrases and sometimes language itself can be
an obstacle to convey the true perception. Therefore, a particular
language is needed to receive and understand the experiences and
perceptions of mystics. A remarkable strategy to understand Shams’
language and diminish its ambiguity and reduce its complexity is
through referring to his articles and interpreting his comments and
illuminations. In other words, mystical texts and mystics' expressions
can be understood through the mystics attempt in their articles where
they try to put their experiences into a conveyable medium.

4. Conclusion

The mystic's perception of the world and its phenomena is
unmediated by conventional medium and is far beyond the text, the
poetry and any other conventional tools of transmitting the pure
original experience. Carrying such experience, the mystic world
would be peculiar and obviously different from the conventional
world; for them, the mystic’s life is a matrix of marvels and
labyrinthine world uncovered which is inaccessible for others.
According to Sufism, meanings are transcendental and are understood
only when seen in intuition or through manifestation. They believe
that the fundamental concepts are comprehended through
enlightenment. In fact, in mysticism, enlightenment is an interpreting
means that bridges the word and meaning (the signs and the
concepts).

Similar to other original mystics, Shams has turned away from the
appearances of meanings and intentions and has paid attention to the
fundamental issues that are experienced by the mystics and the
concepts that are related to the depths of existence. The language that
Shams chooses as his medium to explain and interpret these mystical
concepts is paradoxical, poetic and ambiguous which results in
different layers of meaning.

Keywords: Magalat-e Shams-e Tabrizi (Discourse of Shams-i
Tabr1z1), ambiguity, mysticism, meaning.
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