Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature
Year 24, No. 49, Summer 2021

Contribution of religious and lexical bias in content facilitation
and literary theft Case study: Rawdat al-Arifin

Azam Siamak, PhD student in Persian language and literature.
University of Esfahan. Esfahan. Iran
Mohsen Mohammadi Fesharaki; Associate Professor, Department of
Persian Language and Literature. University of Esfahan. Esfahan.Iran

1. Introduction

Imitation and adaptation in poetic texts, their romantic or epical
context in specific, is not foreign to the literary world, to the extent
that the term analogous writing prevails and has made many
researchers focus on this term and run studies, like that of Nezami's
Khamsa. But as to muystical texts, the situation varies, because
mystical experience has a great role in validating a mystical work and
especially its author. A pure mystical work is the one where the author
explains the outcome of his/her research to his follower-audience, and
avoid imitation. . It seems that regarding this issue, some mystics have
either neglected, not given it a serious thought or not applied their
mystical experiences at all in presenting a prestigious work. Imitation
and adaptation are not the only impairments noticed in some work,
while in some cases the issue of literary theft is evident.

2. Methodology

This study is based on the descriotive analysis methid by using library
research studying the mythical elements. By comparing the mystic-
preaching of Bayazid Bastami the second, with the mystical works
before him, the Mesbah Al-Hedayeh in specific, the following two
questions arise: 1- Why has Bayazid the second transcribed mystical
works before him without mentioning the sources? and 2- Which are
the changes made on Mesbah Al-Hedayeh’s[ t¢ and why?
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3. Discussion

Sheikh 1zz al-Din Mahmud ibn Ali Kashani (d. 735 AH) one of the
famous Shaykhs of the Suhrawardiyya dynasty is the author of
Mesbah al-Hadayeh wa Meftah al-Kifaya well-known sorts of
knowledge books. In religion he is Shafits and in the sect, pious-
canonistic believer. In principles of beliefs, like most Shafits, he
follows the Ash'arites. Kashani has claimed his work to be a
translation of Awarf al-Ma'arif. He stated that his work as an
independent book in Sufism containing most of the principles and
minutia of Awarf al-Ma'arif. In this way, its author has considered
Suhrawardi's book in the first place. He has dealt with the Mesbah al-
Hedayah’s kook and highlighted the outlines of the important
contents of Awarf al-Ma'arif, but has omitted the stories and
narrations and the series of documents provided by Suhrawardi. He
has not compiled the contents in this book of Awarf al-Ma'arif but he
has chosen a specific manner in arranging the chapters. contrary to
the Awarf al-Ma'arif order while adding some material of his own.
Since Suhrawardi wrote his work, many commentaries, suspensive
comments, footnotes, and interpretations surrounded him, and all
these led to his fame and prestige more than Qut al-Qulub and
Qushayriyah Al-resale. This fame and reputation caused Awarf al-
Ma'arif to become one of the main sources and references of many
mystics in their writings including this book became one of the main
sources of Kashani in writing his work. The sources of Mesbah al-
Hedaya consist of Awarf al-Ma'arif, al-Loma'a, Qut-al-Qulub, and
Risala al- Qushayriyah. Kashani has adapted these books, but he has
adapted more than the last three books through Awarf al-Ma'arif.
Information about Bayazid Bastami the second is very limited. He
lived in the Safavid era during Shah Abbas the first ruling. We also
know he lived until 1011 AH. Bayazid Bastami the second was a Shia
and in mysticism, a follower of lbn Arabi, and in the lexicon, the
Imamites.

A comparison of Rawdat al-Arifin and Mesbah al-Hedayeh reveals
that they are almost similar in terms of structure and content. As to
structure, only one chapter of Mesbah al-Hedayah does not appear in
the Rawdat al-Arifin. while in Rawdat al-Arifin, only one chapter is
more than the other thus, making them similar in terms of chapter
count. The chapter titles and compilation order are similar and these
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two books are slightly different.

As to content, Bayazid Bastami the second has transcribed from
Mesbah al-Hedayah, minor modifications, like briefing the contents
or adding or deleting a few words. A small portion of the material is
mentioned in Rawdat al-Arifin, which is absent in Mesbah al-
Hadaieh. This material is transcribed from mystical works before
Bayazid Bastami the second, like that of Jami’s Lawayeh,
Description of Jami quatrains, Jami's Naghd Al-nosous, /hya’ ‘Ulim
al-Din, and translation of Qushayriyah Al-resale. Although Bayazid
Bastami the second, though transcribing from Mesbah al-Hadaieh,
has criticized Kashani's views as well without mentioning his name.
He has omitted or modified any reference to the Shiite sect’s beliefs
and the lexical aspects of the Immamites. Due to his cultural bias, he
has avoided mystical women’s names or has changed their names into
men’s names.

4. Conclusion

The fact that the title of Bayazid’s ’00’ is not an imitation of
Kashani’s ’00’” indicates that Bayazid did not want to make a
connection between his work and Kashani’s ’or .s. Bayazid Bastami
the second has chosen Mesbah al-Hadaieh among mystical works
because he knew the latter’s stance among the activists of mysticism
in his time. Because he was not a mystic and did not have complete
mystical knowledge and experiences and did not see any need to re-
explain the Awarf al-Ma'arif, he has preferred to choose Mesbah al-
Hedayah as one of the most important explanations of the Awarf al-
Ma'arif and update its contents according to his knowledge and
beliefs. Due to his religious, lexical, and cultural bias, he has not
mentioned the names of mystics, especially Kashani and other Sunni
mystics and Sufi women.

Keywords: textual criticism, mystical shrine, Mesbah al-Hedayeh,
transcription, theft, prejudice.
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