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ABSTRACT

The interdependence resulting from globalization and the common crisis individuals face
make the cooperation among scholars and researchers of different disciplines inevitable.
Since promoting the culture of peace has become a significant concern for researchers,
managing the current complicated situation needs a peaceful environment. Today, a wide
range of studies emphasize the importance of peace believing it can bring calmness, security,
stability as well as sustainability. Considering knowledge and awareness as primary concepts
in shaping insights, attitudes, and peaceful behavior, the current paper has tried to study the
role of a university in promoting the culture of peace. Through a qualitative method and
semi-structured interviews with experts in the education domain, a hypothesis was
discussed: "the university is an active actor in promoting the culture of peace through its
functions (education, research, and social responsibility) and playing a crucial role in
diplomacy institution." Based on theoretical and field studies findings, a sustainable
university model was found to be an effective one for peace promotion, a university that
institutionalizes sustainability in educational, research, and social services.
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INTRODUCTION

With ever-increasing globalization in today’s world, the phenomenon has caused
widespread and general challenges for all of us. Since these challenges are related to
the almost exact domain of human lives, handling them requires cooperation
among all actors in a peaceful environment, including individuals, nations, and
governments. Similarly, the fulfillment of peace, as an interdisciplinary issue, needs
consensus and collective efforts. With the same aim in recent years, beyond
individual steps, even joint actions have been considered at the level of
governmental or non-governmental organizations. However, despite these efforts,
we still continue to witness the challenges of war and violence, prompting experts
from different areas to study the problem and propound how peace can be
established. Since peaceful insights and attitudes pave the way toward peace, we
need to focus on developing human thoughts. It is believed that education is pivotal
among all institutions that help work directly with thoughts and beliefs.

PURPOSE

The paper intends to evaluate the role of higher education (specifically universities)
in achieving peace or peaceful co-existence in society. The aim is to examine
whether universities can be active actors in promoting a culture of peace through
their functions given the fact that they effectively fostered militarism and violence in
partnership with governments in the past.

METHODOLOGY

The qualitative method has been taken into account in the course of the current
study. For that matter, semi-structured interviews were conducted with twenty
professors and experts in the fields of peace and education. The interview process
continued until the theoretical saturation was achieved. After collecting responses
from interviewees, key phrases were extracted and categorized, with similar and
close phrases being placed in different categories. The desired category about
universities and their role in promoting peace was finally achieved.

FINDINGS

Among the triple functions of a university (education, research, social
responsibilities), academic research is believed to have a prominent role. In other
words, the knowledge produced in academic research centers can be an anti-thesis
of previous assumptions and give people a different perspective on emerging global
issues. Also, professors and students considered an actor in public diplomacy and
have a significant role in resolving misunderstandings. Apart from the political
considerations, the neutral and universal language of science leads to interaction
and dialogue.



CONCLUSION

University can be an active actor in promoting peace through its functions and as a
diplomatic actor. It is believed that these goals will be achieved within the
framework of a sustainable university model. According to Calder & Smith, at the
sustainable university, there is accurate planning for the training of students and
faculty as well as the support for research -especially interdisciplinary research.
Sustainability is also reflected in university social services, student life, and policy-
making (Calder and Smith, 2009, 94). Furthermore, a sustainable university is
future-oriented, does not ignore global concerns, is purposeful, and at the same
time has a coherent plan in pursuit of sustainable goals. Accordingly, in addition to
structural, managerial, educational, and research changes, it can actively pursue
sustainability and peace.

Diagram 1. The role of university in spreading culture of peace

NOVELTY

This research has tried to highlight the importance of peace to academics and
executives by:

1) Introducing the university as an active actor in promoting the culture of
peace and adopting a comprehensive view. In addition to the role of academic
functions, the university's role as a think tank and as a tool to advance the goals of
modern diplomacy has been studied.

2) Introducing the model of a sustainable university as a suitable model in
promoting peace and sustainability.
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