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Background and purpose

One of the most critical issues in domestic crime is spousal murder, in

which a man or woman kills his or her spouse. In addition to family effects,
spousal murder has negative consequences for society. In this situation, it
is not only men and women who are harmed, but also with the collapse of
the family, children will also be victims and will face many problems. Not
only the couple's relationship will be harmed, but also, with the collapse of
the family, children will be victimized and face many problems. It is
impossible to determine the most crucial factor for spousal murder because
several factors are involved in this event. The wife's continued
dissatisfaction and helplessness in getting out of it are mentioned as the
main factors, in such a way that wife has decided to remove her husband
physically. The increase in family homicides, especially spousal murder,
is a sign of an important social issue in recent years. In this regard, although
no accurate statistics are available, the increase in family homicides has
been enough to be considered a social problem. Although the despicable
phenomenon of spousal murder is affected by various psychological,
economic, and socio-cultural factors, in this study, we aimed to analyze
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women prisoners' narrative of social and cultural causes of abetting in the
premeditated murder of their husband.

Method

This is an applied study in terms of purpose and considered qualitative
in terms of methodology. This study used a narrative analysis of 13
Imprisoned women in the penitentiary of Shahr-e-Rey who were accused
of abetting the murder of their husband and illicit relationship in 2018. An
unstructured interview was implemented in which Imprisoned women
were asked to tell the story of what happened in a narrative way and explain
everything they see as the cause, consequence, their feelings about the
subject, and their experience in that event. The interview proceeded in such
a way that nothing from the researcher's preconceptions was instilled in the
participants, and they tell the story from their point of view.

Thus, the structure of the interview was designed based on the family
atmosphere of the participants before marriage, the method of mate
selection, the woman's relationship with her husband and their problems,
the reason for the murder, the way they got involved with their extramarital
partner, and the kind of relationship between them. The interviews lasted
an average of forty-five minutes to an hour, and interviews ended when the
researcher ensured that the participants have provided duplicate codes and
have nothing new to say. In this research, a narrative analysis technique
was used to analyze the data. To collect demographic data such as age,
educational status, etc., we used the personality file of the defendants,
which includes individual and social characteristics.

Results

Results indicated that the average age of the interviewees was 38, with
the youngest 30 years old and the oldest 52 years old. Ten Women were
housewives, and three were employed. Eleven participants were Iranian,
and two of these were Afghan citizens. All the women were married
legally, and none of them had a criminal record. In other words, their first
criminal record was the murder of their husbands. The victims were killed
with cold weapons or strangled, and no firearms were used in the murders.
Most of these murders were committed at home, and they had already
prepared the murder weapon and informed the killer when their husbands
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were at home. In most cases, the bodies were taken out of the house after
the murder and left or burned around Tehran.

The spousal murder by these women has taken place in a cultural and
social context, meaning that a set of factors accumulated that have led to
the event. The most critical factors are women's sexual dissatisfaction,
domestic violence, women's preoccupation with divorce, marriage type,
and husband addiction.

Discussion and conclusion

In this study, we analyzed narratives of 13 women who engaged in an
extramarital relationship and abetted in the premeditated murder of their
husband. Women' Sexual dissatisfaction was one of the leading causes of
the premeditated murder of a hushand, which originates from factors such
as the husband's neglect of the wife's sexual needs, husband extramarital
relationship with other women, and sexual deviations in a husband.
Husband's addiction is one factor that, directly and indirectly, contributed
to wife's sexual dissatisfaction and domestic violence. Women's
preoccupation with divorce, age difference between spouses, forced
marriage, and domestic violence are other factors affecting the
premeditated murder of her husband. Our results are consistent with 1zi
(2015), Vahida et al. (2015), Ghazinejad and Abbasian (2011),
Aghabakhshi (2009), Javidi and Tarzi (2008), Moazami (2004), Ashouri
and Moazami (2002), and Aldridge and Browne (2003). Izi (2015) found
that contextual factors such as age, education, place of residence, and
marrying at a young age by girls are important and consistent with our
results that indicate the imprisoned women have a significant age
difference from their murdered husbands. According to Ghazinejad and
Abbasian (2011), psychological and social pressures on women, such as
beatings and humiliation by their husbands, weak social support networks,
are influential factors and are consistent with our results that indicate the
lack of family support for women and domestic violence as important
variables. Research shows that marriage at a young age by wife and the
low economic status of the victims' family of origins (Aghabakhshi, 2009),
lack of interest in the husband, lack of commitment, the moral degeneration
of the husband (Javidi & Tarzi 2008), Infidelity or illicit relationship by a
husband (Moazami, 2004), marriage at a young age, a forced and unwanted
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marriage, restrictive laws regarding divorce applications for women
(Ashouri and Moazami, 2002), and drug and alcohol use are salient factors
in committing spousal murder by women. Previous research confirms our
results that indicate forced marriage, spouse' indifference to each other,
wife sexual dissatisfaction, and Husband sexual perversion, an extramarital
sexual relationship of a murdered husband, the taboo of divorce and wife
preoccupation with divorce, and direct or indirect effects of drugs have all
contributed to spousal murderer by women.
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