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Abstract

The idea of the origin of the universe and how it was created is one of the most
important and oldest philosophical issues. This article tries to study the issue of the
relationship between God and the world in the ontology of Plato and Mulla Sadra
with a descriptive-analytical method and to find its similarities and differences. The
main question is what is the existential relationship of God with the world from the
point of view of these two philosophers? Different interpretations of Plato's view
are offered according to his symbolic expression. In a more accurate interpretation,
Plato's god, in addition to order, has attributes such as celibacy, goodness, unity,
stability, avarice and beauty, which are also characterized by Mulla Sadra's god.
Mulla Sadra also attributes some other attributes to God, such as the gift of
existence and reward . He considers creatures with different degrees of their
existence, poverty to independent existence, to be obligatory, which in the system
of personal unity of existence, they are the levels of grace and manifestation of
God. In Plato's three interpretations about the relationship between God and the
world is of the type of the moderator's relationship with the regular world of
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sensations, or of the possessor of the shadow with the shadow, or the causal with
his creations. But in the Mulla Sadra's Idea ,this relation is relation of independent
existence with relational beings and in the system of his unity of existence is
relation existing with his predecessors.

Keywords: Ontology, God, World, Existence, Mulla Sadra, Plato.

Problem Statement

"The relationship between God and the universe" is one of the fundamental issues
in philosophy that has always been the subject of discussion and opinion of
philosophers throughout the history of human thought. According to the ancient
Greek philosophers, the most important and oldest question was what is the cause
of the universe and the matter of the universe? They sought the root of the universe
is a matter, but Plato was one of the first philosophers to comprehensively discuced
the question of God and the Creator of the universe, seeking the cause of creation
in the transcendental, and instead of finding the material cause.

Mulla Sadra, one of the great Islamic philosophers, in this matter, derived from
Sadra's essential motion and causality, proves the occurrence of a special time for
material creatures when God is constantly creating creatures in the material world
and his grace is not interrupted.The views of Plato and Mulla Sadra in this regard
have a certain depth and delicacy. The main question of this article is what is the
existential relationship of God with the world in the view of Mulla Sadra and
Plato?

Method

In this article, by studying the works of these two philosophers, he gathers the
views of these two philosophers about the concept of God and the world and how
God and the world relate, and uses a descriptive-analytical method while clarifying
the relationship between God and the world in their ontology, the aspects of their
differences and commonalities are inferred.

Findings and Results

Unlike Mulla Sadra, Plato did not explicitly deal with the relationship between God
and the world, but spoke in a scattered, mystical and allegorical way. This is why it
is difficult to understand, and we see different interpretations of Plato's theory. But
Mulla Sadra's view has a special coherence and explicitness that can be proposed
and presented in two stages of existential doubt and personal existential unity.

In the first interpretation, according to Plato, God is the creator (demiurge) who
merely regulates the world of sensations, and it is based on parables. According to
this interpretation, not only is God not the cause and creator of the whole universe,
but he is not even the creator of sensations; It only has the role of regulating the
senses. This restriction has no way in Mulla Sadra's God. Most of Plato's
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commentators, in opposition to this interpretation, with a more comprehensive look
at his works, introduced his god as the principle of goodness, to which Plato
attributes such as goodness, unity, beauty, creator, which are also characterized by
Mulla Sadra's God. Mulla Sadra attributes some other attributes to God, such as the
gift of existence and reward, inspired by religion and mysticism. In Mulla Sadra's
system of skepticism, God is introduced as a mere and independent existence in
which all material and abstract creatures, with the degrees of intensity and
weakness of their existence, are all the same as poverty and relation to his
existence. We have only one real being, which is God, and beyond God, they are
all manifestations of the Supreme Being. Thus, Mulla Sadra considers the
relationship between God and the world to be of the type of relation of independent
existence to the relation and in his final theory to the existing relation to his
predecessors, while in Plato's interpretations the relation is of the type of moderator
relation. He is with regular sensations or possesses shadows with shadows and
causes with his creations.

Both senses are constantly seen in change and becoming, but Plato sees the senses
as a shadow, a symbol, and a beneficiary of the parable, and does not consider him
to be real, while Mulla Sadra, although in Plato's unity of existence, does not
consider the senses to be real. In the system of doubt of existence, existence is
related to them. In Plato's thought, the god of good has a superior existence over
ideas and sensations, and this is similar to God in Mulla Sadra's system of doubt,
while in the idea of personal unity, the existence of Mulla Sadra is not conceivable.
God exists and all creatures do not even,but they are the manifestation of the
existence of God.
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