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Abstract

Most of daily life of human takes place in House. However, in contemporary Iranian
housing has been paid less attention to religious lifestyles ontologically. This study
first examines the concept of lifestyle and the concept of privacy; then the impact of
these concepts with the ontology of house architecture is examined. For this purpose,
the social stratum of clerics has been selected because of their greater adherence to
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religious teachings. The method is qualitative research and its practical procedure is
completing questionnaire by clerics. Findings show that the approaches proposed by
Western thinkers in privacy should be consistent with Islamic ontology and religious
lifestyle. In fact, by incorporating religious lifestyle into both the ontology of
traditional lranian housing and Western housing theories, it is possible to design
suitable housing for an Iranian family.

Keywords: Iranian House, Architecture Ontology, Privacy, Lifestyle, Clerics.

Problem Statement

In Islamic ontology, God is the creator of existence and man is the vicar of God on
earth. Therefore, the Muslim man must architect his living spaces in accordance with
the title of the divine vicariate. This connection between architecture and religious
ontology has long existed in the traditional architecture of Islamic Iran.

The concept of lifestyle has received less attention in the architecture of housing.
Most houses today are built in imitation of Western housing and the ideas of their
thinkers. The aim of this study is to find characteristics for contemporary housing of
a family with a religious lifestyle that can be used in house architecture. These
indicators can be achieved by updating traditional Iranian housing indicators, as well
as by localizing the theories of Western thinkers. The ideas of Western thinkers
regarding the lifestyle and ontology of the house are the result of their material
ontology and are not in line with Islamic ontology.

The present study seeks to find the answer to the following main question:

* What effect does religious lifestyle have on the ontology of Iranian house
architecture?

Research sub-questions are:

» What is the relationship between ontology and lifestyle and what are its effects?

* What is the role of privacy in the lifestyle and housing of non-religious people?

* What is the role of privacy in the lifestyle and housing of religious people
(clerics)?

Method

The method of qualitative research and its practical procedure is the completion of
the guestionnaire by the clerics; initially, using library studies such as reviews of
books and articles, theoretical foundations have been completed and the opinions of
environmental psychologists and experts on the concepts of lifestyle and privacy
have been presented. Then, by examining these concepts in clerics' lifestyles, its
functions in the Iranian home are described and points are extracted from these
materials that create the background for explaining the characteristics of the article.
For survey study, the designed questionnaire was distributed among clerics in the
city. Individuals' responses were measured in terms of a five-point Likert scale, in
which the number one indicates complete dissatisfaction and the number five
indicates complete satisfaction. In order to evaluate the validity and reliability of the
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questionnaire, in addition to using the opinions of statistical, sociological and
architectural experts in designing the questionnaire and questions, Cronbach's alpha
test was also used. The mentioned coefficient, which was equal to 0.71 in this study,
indicates the appropriate reliability of the tool used. In order to analyze the collected
data, descriptive-analytical and inferential statistical methods were used. All
statistical analyzes were performed using SPSS software; the collected data were
analyzed in the form of frequency distribution tables, statistical parameters and
graphs. Then the relationships between variables are analyzed using descriptive
graphs and statistics, agreement tables and chi-square test and Kramer correlation
coefficient.

Findings and Results

The difference in the view of privacy between Western and Muslim thinkers stems
from the difference in their ontology. In Islamic ontology, the life of this world is
not an aim in itself and is part of a purposeful and continuous network and system
that can be interpreted as “the arc of descent and ascension” according to the holy
Quran. The result of such a view of the lifestyle will be a different way of life from
Western materialistic ontology. Therefore, by involving ontology and religious
lifestyle in Western housing theories, it is possible to design a suitable housing for
an Iranian family.

Case studies first show the necessity and importance of privacy in today's homes.
Secondly, examining the relationship between lifestyle and social status with the
chosen space for privacy, shows that clerics are more interested in spending private
time at home than outside; The quality of the selected space in the house is such
that indoor space and room is their first choice. Therefore, it is necessary to
anticipate such a space in housing design according to lifestyle.
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