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Abstract

Providing a strong knowledge of the universe is one of the central goals of tree
following Peripatetic philosophical schools: The Peripatetic, the lllumination and
Sadra. The main question in this article is what is the difference between the ontology
of Sadra's transcendent theosophy with the Peripatetic and Illumination school of
thought. In response, it should be noted that the sparks of the Principality of existence
in the peripatetic school, unlike transcendent wisdom, are not free from the
sediments of principality of Quiddity. The ontological principles of this approach
have been shaped by Ptolemy's theory. The school of Illumination is also influenced
by the attitude of principality of Quiddity. Thus, the ontology of these two schools
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is based on slippery foundations. Transcendent wisdom offers a distinct explanation
of the world and its levels based on obvious principles such as the originality of
existence. The ontological foundations of transcendent wisdom are based on rational
foundations and can even rationalize some mystical foundations such as the unity of
existence and provide the grounds for the approximation of these two sects. Based
on the principality of existence and the analysis of the principle of causality, Mulla
Sadra returned the quiddity based contingency to the contingency based on poverty
in the sense of existential dependence and need and divided existence into copulative
existence and non-copulative existence. An ontology based on this approach restricts
existence to non-copulative existence and thus approaches the unity of existence.
The results show that the ontology of transcendent theosophy, contrary to Peripatetic
philosophy and Illumination wisdom, is free from essential sediments and based on
strong principles, and represents the true unity of existence.

Keywords: transcendent theosophy Ontology; Peripatetic philosophy and
Illumination wisdom; copulative and non-copulative existence; Mulla Sadra.

Problem Statement

Although peripatetic wisdom is based on purely rational reasoning, but because it
has been formed under the influence of Ptolemy, it has not been able to provide a
reasoned ontology of the universe.

The Wisdom of Illumination, despite claiming to be based on rational reasoning and
mystical conduct, seeks to rationalize mystical discoveries and intuitions; But due to
the dominance of the principality of Quiddity, it has not been able to present a sound
philosophical ontology based on its principles.

Transcendent Wisdom, which has a different infrastructure from the two
philosophical schools of Peripatetic and Illumination, is able to build an ontology
based on the originality of existence, so that it can answer the following questions:
Does the ontology of transcendent wisdom have rational and logical support? How
can it be claimed that the ontological problems of the two schools of Illumination
and Peripatetic do not concern this school? What role has the division of existence
into copulative and non-copulative existence played in this ontological view? To
what extent has Mulla Sadra developed an idea in this regard under the influence of
mystical teachings?

Method
This research has been done in a descriptive- analytic way.

Findings and Results

The finding of this research reveals the following points:

A- Expression of the ontology of the Peripatetic school.

In the peripatetic school, the universe begins with God and then leads to the world
of intellects and the world of souls, and finally to the world of matter. Although the
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Peripatetic philosophers have tried to rationally explain the system of creation and
the issuance of plurality from the necessary being (God), but they have been based
on the number of ten longitudinal intellects, the nine heavens and the universe of
elements, based on the assumptions of Ptolemy. Therefore, their ontology is
distorted.

B- Expressing the ontology of the school of illumination

The principle of Illumination philosophy is based on discovery and intuition, and
everything it argues for is first received by discovery and intuition. Suhrawardi
criticizes Peripatetic ontology. In his opinion, the Peripatetic philosophers have not
given any evidence for their claim that the number of intellects is ten. In his opinion,
the minds or dominant lights do not have a definite number and their calculated
number are based on the estimation not for certain. In the ontology, he proves a class
dominant lights called the Lord of Kinds as well as the world of Form (ldea) as a
separate world.

C- Explaining the ontology of transcendent theosophy

In transcendent theosophy, the principle of causality is explained and analyzed. The
result of this analysis was the division of existence into copulative and non-
copulative existence. Mulla Sadra, by analyzing the principle of causality, concludes
that causality is not considered as an extra quality to the essence of cause nor to the
essence of effect. Therefore, there is a real cause in the universe, which is the
principle of existence, and the other possibilities are related to it (copulative).

D- Proving the inability of the two schools of Peripatetic and Illumination in
explaining philosophical ontology and the power of transcendent theosophy for a
reasonable interpretation of the system of existence.

However, although all three schools try to explain the philosophical system of the
universe through the principle of "cognation" and "rule of unity", but in the school
of Peripatetic and Illumination, nothing is attributed to the Almighty except through
the first intellect and the Nearest Light. Also, the distinctness and difference between
God and the creatures in this view is a complete distinction and separation. The
reason is that each cause and effect have a different determination.

But in transcendent theosophy, despite believing in these two principles, the result
is very different. In this school, there is no difference of complete separation between
God and His creatures, and there is no intermediary in the existence of creatures;
Because there is only one being that has been issued from God, and that is the
"unfolded existence" that has levels and shows its nature at every level.
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