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Abstract

As for the mind and body, Russell first acknowledges the existence of the universe,
and, regardless of the sensory and visual data from objects on the mind, accepts the
independent objectivity of the nature of things. But then, by considering this
objectivity as non- factual and reducing it to what has given by senses and by the
direct experience of the soul, interpreted the objective things differently and seek to
bring the object and the mind closer together. Eventually, he reduced mental matters
to the physical affairs, and accepts the union of e mind and the brain. Martyr
Motahhari, on the other hand, by accepting the abstraction of the soul by reciting
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Sadr al-Muta'allehin, accepts the effortful unity of the soul, which includes the soul
and the body, and rejects any interpretation of perception and memory based on
physicalism. In his view, the body and its parts are the perceptual tools that is
performed by the soul. As a result, by adopting the foundations of Islamic
philosophy, which were first expressed by Mulla Sadra and represented in
Motahhari's works, one can critique Russell's physiological foundations in this
regard.
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Problem Statement

The question of the distinction between mind and body, and whether there are two
mental and material things in man, or whether one should be removed in favor of the
other, is one of the most important issues in the philosophy of mind today. Although
the majority of today's schools of philosophy of mind have reinforced a belief in
physicalism and have no place in the West in favor of the dualistic theory represented
by Descartes in recent centuries, the belief in dualism still holds a special place,
especially in the intellectual heritage of Muslim philosophers.

Today, when the philosophical societies of the West talk about the duality and
duality of mind and body, Descartes' theory comes to mind and important critiques
such as how can there be any causal relations between mind and body prevent this
theory from being taken seriously. In science such as physics, experimental
psychology, physiology, neuroscience, as well as advances in computer science and
the creation of artificial intelligence, convinces the minds of scholars that there is no
room left for believing in the essential duality of mind and body, and inevitably one
must accept one version of physicalism.

Contrary to this trend, looking at the history of Islamic philosophy, it is clear that in
the theories of philosophers such as Ibn Sina and Mulla Sadra, there is a belief in the
existence of the soul as a single being with immaterial characteristics alongside the
body as an independent essence. This does not mean that the criticisms leveled at
Descartes' dualistic narrative also apply to the dualist narrative of Muslim
philosophers. Especially with Mulla Sadra’s account of the relationship between the
soul and the body, we are faced with a kind of dualism that, despite its obvious
differences from the views such as Descartes and Russell, is immune to all its
problems and seems to be the best solution.

After Mulla Sadra, post-Sadra philosophers, including Shahid Motahhari, have not
slipped into the path of physics by presenting a special explanation of the mind and
mental states, despite maintaining the idea of duality. In the present article, we will
explain the view of the contemporary Western philosopher (Russell) on the mind and
mental states, and then we will examine and critique it based on the intellectual
foundations of Mulla Sadra and Shahid Motahhari. Therefore, the main issue in this
research is to examine the identity or non-existence of the soul and the body, and the
sub-issues that follow it are the explanation of mental states such as memory, etc.
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The sub-issues raised in the article can be expressed in the form of these questions:
What does Russell believe about memory and other mental perceptions?

What analysis can be made of Mulla Sadra’s statement regarding dualism?

What is Shahid Motahhari's view on the mind and mental states?

Method

The present article is written in a descriptive-analytical manner. Thus, in order to
examine Russell's subjective views, at first we will deal with the writings he had
written on the subject, then the taking notes stage was carried out, and then analyzed
and critiqued the discussions according to Mulla Sadra's and Shahid Motahhari's
statements.

Findings and Results

Russell, one of the forerunners of analytic philosophy, writes in numerous books on
the mind and mental perceptions, which ultimately lead him to physicalism. Initially,
in The Problems of Philosophy, he acknowledges the existence of an objective world
independent to the data received by sense faculties, but then, by limiting its object
and direct minor experiences, creates a closeness between the object and the mind.
Following the path and what is evident in Russell's later books, "Analysis of the
Mind" and "My Philosophical Evolution," this closeness between mind and object
gives way to the elimination of mental affairs and the substitution of matter for the
mind, so much so that by analogy. Perceiving the perception of an event on the
camera screen also makes the camera perceive, and other than this way of explaining
physics, it does not consider any other explanation for sensible perception. Then, by
analyzing all mental forms, including memory, experience, habit, and thinking, so
that when these things happen, certain pathways are created in the brain and nerve
cells have certain states that they did not have before, they explicitly vote for it. It is
the same state of mind and mind with the brain.
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