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Abstract

Despite designing and implementing voluntary and free professional development
programs, they’re not welcomed by FTEU faculty. The present paper, hence, aims at
identifying obstacles of faculty participation in professional development programs. In
doing so, grounded theory design was used and along the study 26 faculties were selected
and interviewed using theoretical sampling. Interview data was analyzed using a 6 stage
coding strategy developed by Auerbach and Silverstein, i.e. transcription, reading of the
transcripts and identification of repeating ideas, construction of themes, creation of
constructs, and theoretical narrative. The findings indicated that individual factors (self-
perception, and job perception), situational factors (social status, and occupational status),
and organizational factors (occupation, training, organizational culture, economy, and
organizational structure) inhibit teacher educators from participating in professional
development programs. The study also revealed that obstacles of participation are
multifaceted and interrelated, deterring teacher educators from attending training programs.
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