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Abstract

This research investigated social factors affecting level of participation by
members of production cooperatives in Tehran Province. The target population for the
study were all members (N=1690) of production cooperatives. A multi-stage cluster
sampling technique was used to determine and select sample (n=400) size. Survey
methodology was used in this research to conduct the research. A self-constructed
questionnaire was developed by the researchers to elicit responses. Both the validity as
well as the reliability of the instrument was gained. Findings indicated that the mean
participation level for all respondents was 46 on a scale from zero to hundred.
Obviously, the score showed an insufficient level of participation by the members.
Results of examining various variables showed that the social capital, shared beliefs of
members of cooperatives, amount of dividends received from cooperatives, level of
awareness from cooperative principles, degree of independence from the state union,
social status and gender have significant correlation with participation of all members
of production cooperatives. Furthermore, participation by females in production
cooperatives appeared to be more than that of males. Also, regression analysis showed
that all independent variables had a significant effect on the variance of member's

participation in production cooperatives with 44% coefficient of determination.

Keywords: Participation, Social Capital, Cooperative, Shared Beliefs, Principles of

Cooperation
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