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Abstract

Universities and higher education centers are responsible for the
missions of training the expert force, and expanding of technology,
innovation and creativity. Student cooperatives can play a significant role
in developing the skills and abilities necessary to prepare students to
enter in the labor market. Therefore, this research identifyed
characteristics of successful student cooperative in the College of
Agriculture and Natural Resources at Razi University, through grounded
theory methodology. The population for this study consisted of students
majoring in agriculture who are members of the Pishgaman Student
Cooperative in the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources at Razi
University (N=180). Interviewing was the main tool for gathering data
and using purposeful sampling and snowball methods. The results
showed the characteristics such as: "participation and cooperation”,
"necessary facilities and infrastructure”, "appropriate economic
conditions”, “entrepreneurship and creativity”, "implementation and
development of sustainable agriculture”, "successful management" and
"appropriate marketing” were the most important characteristics of
successful student cooperative. Therefore, due to the role and importance
of student cooperatives in providing job opportunities for agricultural
graduates, it is important to pay attention to these characteristics, for the
development of successful student cooperatives.

Keywords: Student Cooperative, Entrepreneurship, Agricultural,
Grounded Theory.
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