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(vaa¥), Whaples (1440), Greif (va4Y), Nicholas (Ya4v), Wrigley (1444), Toninelli (v- - ¥), Whaples

(v--v), Rojas (Y- -V), Lyons et al. (Y- - A); a Historically Speaking special issue Y-\ - (Hoffman,



Gl gl 4o Ly saadi- sole dslilab i YvY

McCloskey, Moyker, Troesken, Whaples),Carlos (Y- -), Daudin (v-\-), Morgan and Shanahan
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quote is from the Nobel Prize website: http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_
prizes/economics/laureates/yaay/
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Disciplinary Identity in Economic History: A Reflection on The
Interdisciplinary community

By: Shahram Gholami

Abstract:

The article by Aileen Fyfe (this issue) raises a number of important issues about
academic identity and the importance of the disciplinary community in the creation
and maintenance of that identity. It also discusses some of the additional difficulties
faced by interdisciplinary disciplines; lack of recognition (and thus institutional
support), isolation of individual academics in ‘foreign’ communities and a general
anxiety and lack of self-confidence by the practitioners in that discipline as to the
worth of their field. Finally, the article hints at the dangers these difficulties pose for
the sustainability of the discipline — as lack of a clear identity and an institutionally
marginal existence can make developing and attracting future practitioners difficult.
In Fyfe’s article, the focus was on the history of science. This article explores.some
of the many similarities, and differences, that exist for individuals in the field of
economic history. For many economic historians, locating themselves within their
discipline is still a major issue.

Keywords: Economic history, interdisciplinary, professional identity
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