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The Role of Religious Missionaries in Developing Iran-Europe Political and
Business Relations in the Safavid Era

Abstract

The Safavid era (1135-907 AH / 1722-1501 AD) was the era of dramatic expansion of
the activity of European religious missionaries in Iran. During this period, European
powers competed to penetrate the eastern territories and obtain cheap raw materials,
while their territories and foreign trade were also heavily endangered by the Ottomans,
thus Iran as an Ottoman neighbor and enemy. And at the same time, as the European
business side, it was a good option for unification. The question of the present study is
whether missionaries and missionaries contributed to the development of political and
business relations between Iran and Europe during the Safavid era? It tries to answer
this question by descriptive research method and gathering information from reports,
historical and research sources, travelogues and documents.

Apart from religious motives, it seems that political and economic reasons were
particularly important in sending religious groups to Iran. The findings of the present
study indicate that religious missionaries did not succeed in spreading Christianity in
Iran but were able to play an important role in the development of political and business
relations between Iran and Europe.

Keywords: missionary, European governments, Safavid, political and business
relations.



